Journal for March 2006

1 March 2006 Wednesday

We awoke at anchor at South Cat Cay about mid morning.  The sun was high without a cloud in the sky.  Temperature was in the low 80’s.  What really made an impression was the water.  We were anchored in 17 feet of water.  We could see the bottom as if it was the shallow end of a swimming pool.  

Our mission today was to clear in thru Customs and Immigration to the Bahamas.  We sailed the 12 miles to Bimini.  A port-of-entry for the Bahamas.  Tied up at the Government dock and went to the Customs office at 4:30 pm.  We found out that they stay open until 6:00.  We were given a stack of forms for each of us at Customs and Immigration and a few more for the boat at Customs.  The lady who was behind the counter was very pleasant and helpful.  We then paid the $150 entry fee for the boat.  This also included fishing licenses for the three of us.  The only one of us that fishes is Reggie and I don’t remember her catching a fish at Carlyle Lake in Illinois or on the Mississippi in St. Charles.

The mouth of the harbor at Bimini was being dredged.  The harbor mouth was narrow and the dredge was large so this made for some tense navigation in narrow and shallow waters. 

The lady at the Customs office had told us where to anchor.  It was north of the Big Game Fish Marina and Resort.  I did not understand the distance correctly and ended up running aground, when I got out of the channel.  The channel was about 50 feet wide with the current from the tide running across it at more than three knots.  The boat is 21.5 feet wide and I just didn’t keep it where I should have.  No major damage, but I am going to check on having the repair work done here in the Bahamas.  After the encounter with the bottom and what seemed like hours to get to get off we returned to South Cat Cay anchorage that we were familiar with.  Because by now it was dark and we had all the coordinates on the GPS and to where to go and we would know that the water would be deep enough.

Location tonight 25  32.102’ N / 079  16.325’ W

2 March 2006 Thursday

Today we would return to Bimini to: do laundry, grocery shop, send and check e-mails and look for the Explorer Chart Books.  

The dredge was still working at the mouth of the harbor and was almost all the way across the entrance.  With the large discharge pipe that took the sand from the harbor and deposited it to reform the beach that Wilma had removed.  Hurricane Wilma had caused much major damage to the town and the marinas.

We anchored just outside the mouth of the harbor and got in our dinghy with our dirty cloths, trash and computers.  We motored in and tied up at the Big Game Fish Marina docks.  Then it was a four-block walk to the coin laundry.  The small laundry was in a building nestled in with some homes.  The ladies who were in the laundry were very helpful.  What we should have done is let them do the laundry and we would come back and pick it up later.  We did it ourselves.

 While our cloths were in the process of being cleaned Reggie went in a couple of small grocery stores to survey what she was going to get.  I walked to the phone company to investigate Internet connections.  The Internet connection (only one) at the phone company was out of service.  The other one in town was at the Bureau of Tourism at the other end of town.  Kay and I headed there while Reggie waited on the laundry.  The people at the Bureau of Tourism couldn’t have been more helpful.  They ran a line so we could hook up and use our own computers.  

I then returned to help Reggie with the clean cloths and groceries and Kay would take the computers and meet us at the Big Game Fish Bar.  All worked according to plan.  I even found the chart books I was wanting at a small general store in town.  The rendezvous was made at the bar.  A few beers were consumed, as we over looked the not so beautiful harbor of Bimini.

 We had set both a 44 lb Bruce with all chain and a 35 lb plow anchor with 30 ft of chain and line.  The boat was floating in 9 ft of water and we had 75 ft of scope on both anchors.  We felt very confident that we would not drag….and we didn’t.  We were the only boat at anchor at this location, which isn’t a good thing.  But the depth was so that I wouldn’t run aground, which is a good thing.

Tomorrow we will sail north toward Grand Bahama Island and the Little Bahama Bank.

Location tonight  25  43.158’ N / 079 18.277’ W

3 March 2006 Friday

Today we leave Bimini.  Anchor up at 8:25 am.

Our intention is to sail north to Great Isaac Light (26  00.8 N / 079  05.2 W) and then make the decision where to where to go before we reach that point.  There was even some talk about spending the night at the light.  But we had not read or heard of any boats doing that.  It is not very protected and we have no idea as to what the anchoring there would be like.  We will either go to Freeport or Settlement Point.  The winds were very light and from the northeast.  We were only moving at about 3.5 kts---without a schedule why worry.  

The decision was made to go to Settlement Point and drop anchor just outside the Old Bahama Bay Marina.  The note on the charts stated that this anchorage had poor holding.  With less than 10 knots of wind the holding shouldn’t be a major problem.  

The sail thru the night was really quite nice, except for the wind.   At times the wind was either to light to make way or there was no wind at all.  There were times that we would start the engines just to align and point us in the correct direction.  The Wildcat had hydraulic steering and is very sensitive to the turn of the wheel.  Several times when it became my turn to steer I looked at the tracks on the GPS. The tracks show the actual route the boat took. There was numerous 90-degree bends in the route.  As a matter or fact there was one complete circle that Kay steered the boat thru.  

This is all for March 3

Location Somewhere in the Northwest Providence Channel.

4 March 2006 Saturday

Saturday started at a location somewhere in the Northwest Channel Passage.  

Kay and I would take turns steering.  When we were not steering we would either talk to each other or we would nap on the seat in the cockpit. By doing this, we learned form our delivery from Tortola to Punta Gorda, there would be someone close at hand if help were needed.

Beside the light winds, the other boat traffic was more than any of our previous overnight passages.  In the past we would see one or maybe even two ships.  Tonight we saw several.  I did not keep a count on them, but there were probably at least a dozen.  We saw only a few pleasure boats.  Two or three cruse ships.  The rest were either tankers, freighters or container ships.  Freeport Harbor is a very active seaport,  To and from Freeport is where the traffic centered.  

The winds picked up after 3 am to about 10 knots so we were moving along quite nicely.  I got from my resting place in the cockpit to go down and tune the SSB in for the up coming weather report, the time was about 4:30 am.  When I got up from the seat in the cockpit I noticed a weather front coming toward us from the northeast.  I made a comment about I wonder what we will get from the front.   I could not have been at the navigation station for more than five minutes when Kay called to me saying that it was not very nice out there any more.  In that short amount of time the wind had increased from the nice ten knots to a roaring twenty-five knots.  Always at night we put one reef in the main, Most of the time this is enough decrease in sail for any fronts that might blow thru.  The twenty five to thirty knots of wind needed the second reef in the main.  So we put it in.  The waves increased to 8 to 10 feet and were somewhat confused in that the wind was blowing against the Gulf Stream.  This made for a very uncomfortable ride.  

The next decision was what to do about mooring when we arrived at Settlement Point, The anchorage we know is poor and probably won’t hold in the wind we are now experiencing.  If we don’t go the anchorage we can either sail until the winds decrease or go in to Old Bahama Bay Marina.  The entrance to the marina appeared to be narrow and we wondered if the dockage would accommodate our 21.5 feet width.  A call on the VHF radio to the harbormaster was made to check on the marina.  He indicated that dockage was available and did not seem to have a problem with the width.  We made our way into the marina in the early afternoon.   A very nice place!  Very well layer our entrance that was wide.  The docks were all new and well layed out too.   We were given a dock assignment along the seawall.  There were two boats greater than 70 feet behind us and a 40 foot boat ahead of us.  The available room made docking easy.  I must admit with two engines we definitely looked good at what we were doing.  There were only a couple of boats smaller than us in the whole marina.  

The Marina facilities included showers, gift shop, formal dining area, informal dining area, two level pool, live Reggae band playing at the pool bar and fitness workout room.  What we were most interested in were the showers.  I know that we each spent a lot of time in the showers and it was very nice. 

Check out there website, click here:  www.oldbahamabay.com

After the showers we walked around the grounds.  Everything here is first class.  But what really made it a nice place is that all the employees were very friendly.  I think that this is the personality of everyone.  They were all sincerely friendly, not just doing there jobs.  

The winds were still blowing over twenty.  This made setting at the beach bar on the windward side of the peninsula not a comfortable as it could have been…….but we did it anyway.  The beach was empty to one side of us.  The pool to the other side did have several people lying in the sun around its edge.  I would like to think that these people were waiting there for a Playboy photo shoot.  But they weren’t.   We did notice the workout room.  But did not try to wear out any of the equipment.  Supper was eaten on board Dazzler.  Some discussion was then had about going back to the beach bar and its live music after supper.  With our stomachs full and only minutes of sleep last night we did not make it “out”.  As a matter of fact I think we were in bed before 7:30 pm. 

Because it was the office season the rate at the marina was $1.50/ft with min of 40 feet and electric was $0.40/ft with min of 40 ft.  so the bill for the night was $64.00.

Our location tonight:26  42.1” N /  78 59.5” W

5 March 2006 Sunday

We had decided to evaluate the weather conditions before we would leave the comforts of the marina and head out to sea.

The wind condition was very nice.  The sky was clear and the winds were from 150 at 10 kts.  

It was time to go.  A stop at the fuel dock where we topped off the main tank with 17.1 gal of diesel at $3.23/gal.  and at 10:25 am we were off.  From West End we sailed north to a point just south of Memory Rock light, a distance of 17 miles.  Then we tightened up the sails and were then off to Mangrove Cay.  The winds became very light and were 60 to 90 off the starboard.  We put up the 110 SM asymmetrical spinnaker and it was pulling as good as could be expected for the conditions.

The water depth on the north leg of this trip was 1200 to 1700 feet, but when we changed course to the east the depth of the water went to 10 to 15 feet as we crossed the Little Bahama Bank.

The excitement for today is when Reggie decided to fish.  There was some minor doubt on my part, but some major doubt on Kay’s opinion as to her ability to catch a fish.  Reggie got her YoYo  fishing equipment out.  I think the total investment in the equipment is less than $12.  She rolled the line out and within 10 minutes has a hit.  As she put on her orange fishing gloves with non-slip grips and pulled in.  We knew it wasn’t a small fish.  When she pulled it on the back of the boat the fish opened its mouth and we had an ides what it was.  Checking the fish ID chart ….it was a Barracuda, length of 30 inches.  Pictures were taken and the fish was released.  We weren’t sure if we could eat Barracuda.  Reggie, the meat fisherman, then rolled out the line and had another Barracuda in 10 to 15 minutes.  This one was 36 inches long.  Again we released the fish.  Reggie decided not to fish anymore, because she did not want to catch any more Barracudas.  

By the time the fishing was completed the winds had decreased so much we motored only the last hour into Mangrove Cay. 


Mangrove Cay is a little uninhabited island.  We dropped anchor on the west side of the Cay at 6:15 pm.  We are the only boat here.

Total miles for the day=39.83 nm

Our location tonight= 26  54.975”N/078  37.285”W

6 March 2006 Monday

Today we will sail from Mangrove Cay to Great Sale Cay.

Anchor up at 9:15 am

Reggie, the meat fisherman, chose not to fish.  Knowing that she would catch a Barracuda and didn’t want to mess with a fish we couldn’t eat.

Today the weather is beautiful.  Sunny skis and temperatures in the upper 70’s.

Anchor down at 2:05 pm at Great Sale Cay in the Northwest Harbour.  This is again an uninhabited island.  There was one boat at anchor when we entered the harour so we allowed 200 yds between us.  By 7:00 pm there were five additional boats in the harbour.  

The wind decreased from the time we set anchor until sunset, at which time there was not a whisper of a breeze.  The SSB High Seas Weather Forecast predicted that winds would increase throughout the night and tomorrow.  Winds were to swing from the southwest to the north and increase to 25 to 30 tonight.  They were right.

Distance traveled today=23.97 nm

Location tonight= 26  58.672”N/078  13.1563”W

7 March 2006 Tuesday

The 5:00 am weather predicted high winds today and tonight.  Top winds during the day=30 kts and top winds tonight=40 to 50 kts from the north.

We chose to stay at anchor.  Books and magazines were read.  Small projects were completed on the boat as we bounced around in the small harbour. 

We were in 9 feet of water. We had the 44 lb Bruce out on 100 feet of chain.  All was holding well.  In preparation for the night winds we made ready the 35 lb plow anchor with 50 ft of chain and 150 ft of line in case we would drag anchor or loose the anchor.

The winds are supposed to decrease tomorrow.  We will make the decision as to whether to go or stay in the morning.

Distance traveled today=just back and forth on the anchor.

Location tonight=same as last night.

8 March 2006 Wednesday

We were up and listened to the 5:00 am weather forecast.  We recorded it and listened to it several times.  It will take me a while to fully understand the forecasts.  We looked around an it didn’t seem as though any boats were leaving. Last night there were a total of five boats in the harbour.  At 9:00 am we noticed two boats weighing anchor.  At 9:20 am our anchor was up and we were on our way o Fox Town. 

It turned out to be a good day to go.  The wind was about 40 to 60 degrees off our heading, which made for a slow point of sail for us.  So we kept both engines on to help with the speed.  We Arrived in Fox Town and anchor was down at 2:57 pm.  This gave us time to get in the dinghy and motor the one mile to the dock and check out the town.  We tied the dinghy up to a dock behind a bar/restraint with the assistance of 10 y0 Gregory.  The son of the owner of the establishment.  The three of us entered the bar, which was occupied by several locals.  Kay and I each had a Bahamian brewed beer—it was cold and good.  We then walked to the left on the major road that parallels the coastline.  This took us past a ten-room “motel”, two other bars, the Dept of Health and the police department.  We terminated our trip in this direction at a school.  The decision at this point was to return to the place the dinghy was tied up.  The people were friendly the beer was cold ($3.00/bottle) and the food looked as though it would be gook.  We had a few more beers and ate Grouper ($10.00 per each for the meal).  Ronald Russell and his wife Judy are the owners of what is called “The Valley”.  We found out that Ronald also is a home builder, owns the “motel”, sells lots, and has a landing craft type boat that he contracts to haul materials and equipment to the islands.  Very nice people.

From the bar/restraint I contacted Marsh Harbor Boat Yard about having the keel repaired.  The lady, Tracey, said to call back in the morning al little after 8:00 am and she would have a date as to when I could get the repair done. 

The three of us made the dinghy ride back to the boat in the dark.  It was about 7:30 pm when we were back on Dazzler and were eating chocolate.  After a discussion as to the need to replace the nightly chocolate supply we went to bed (8:00 pm)

Total distance for the day=31.068 nm

Our location=26  56.000”N/077  47.600W

9 March 2006 Thursday

At 7:30 I have taken a solo dinghy ride to Da Valley to make my phone call to Marsh Harbor to check schedule as to when we can have the boat repaired.  I could not call until after 8:00 am so I sat at the bar and talked to Ronald Russell as he ate his breakfast of grits and eggs and directed the men he had working for him.  They were loading up a 21’ center council with lumber and plumbing materials to make the 9-mile trio to the east where a house is being built on a cay.  The government owns the land and issued a 99-year lease.  68 years left on the lease where the house is being built. 

About 8:15 I talked to Tracey at the boat yard and it was confirmed that we are scheduled for the hoist on the 21st at 11:30 am.

I make the ride back to Dazzler where Reggie and Kay are waiting.  At 9:00 am anchor is up and we are underway to Green Turtle Cay.  I am sure we will motor the whole way in that the wind is blowing on our nose at about 15 kts.  As the day progressed it increased to 20+ kts just before we reached Green Turtle Cay.

Some points of interest on this part of the trip:  

     1.  We passed “Center of the World Rock” at 26  56.45” N /            077  41.90” W       

2. Reggie caught another fish.  It was a smaller Barracuda.  She chose to release rather than to eat.  We found out in Fox Town that Barracuda are good to eat.

3. Where do we drop anchor?  We saw ten boats anchored between Manjack Cay and Crab Cay…but because of the wind it looked rough and nothing was close.  We knew we could not go into Black Sound so this left three possibilities. The area NW of New Plymouth, The area off the Bluff House or go into Whit Sound.  We chose to go into White Sound.  The harbor entrance is marked with two poles.  The channel into the sound is marked with Clorox bottles to port and Mazola bottles to starboard. Once in the harbor we anchored less than 100 yards from both Bluff House Marina and Green Turtle Club Marina in 12 feet of water.  

We did not get off the boat.  We had supper and then went to bed.  I am not sure of the exact time, but Kay was in bed before 8:00 pm.

Anchor Down at 4:36 pm

Total miles for the day= Location tonight=26  46.705” N / 077  20.186” W

10 March 2006 Friday

We will not be hoisting anchor today.

We put the RIB in the water and went to the Bluff House Marina.  A very nice place with open-air bar and restraint and a very nice large wooden deck that went surrounded the pool and went across the front of the bar, restraint and gift shop.

The three of us walked up to the actual Bluff House high on the hill behind the marina.  A beautiful view.    It didn’t appear that they are not using this because of the season.  From here Reggie walked over to Green Turtle Club and Kay and I walked back to the Bluff House Bar. We talked to a lady who was cruising on a large trawler that we had seen at Great Sale Cay.  She and her husband, from Nashville, Tenn. area, were traveling with another boat that had her sister-in-law and her husband.   It was a little after 11:00 am….but it was 5 o’clock somewhere so Kay ordered a beer and went to the restroom.  I could not decide what to order.  When the girl behind the bar came with the bottle of beer and said $5.75 I thought I was at a Cardinal Baseball game.  Kay returned and drank the beer and we would get in the boat go pick up Reggie from her exercise walk and return to the boat for lunch.  When we arrived at Green Turtle Club, Reggie informed us that she was going to walk back to BH Marina so we returned by boat to await her return.  Then it was back to Dazzler. Lunch. And a nap on the trampolines.  Kay continued the resting  (healing from an ailing heel does require 14 to 16 hours of sleep per day….or so he says) Reggie was then going to take be for another hike on the island.  We walked to the beaches at Coco Bay and on the ocean side.  Total of about two miles of good exercise.  Both beaches were beautiful.  Coco Bay was a very quiet half moon harbor with a sand beach and the ocean beach had wave action that started on the reefs about ½ mile offshore.  Reggie described the waves as being over her head and roars as they crashed on the beach.  Actually they would have been over her head if she were laying on the edge of the water.  Actual wave height +/- 3.5 feet.  The beach was beautiful.  She then took me by Green Turtle Club and looked at the facilities there.  In the small store at the marina a man pulled a ½ gal of Eddy’s ice cream out of the freezer in front of me… I requested that they quickly put it in a sack so I wouldn’t have to stare at it.  We will return for ice cream! 

Distance traveled on Dazzler today=0

Location tonight=same as yesterday=26  46.705” N / 077  20.186” W

11 March 2006 Saturday
Plans today was to rent a golf cart ($50 plus 5% for use of credit card) and go to New Plymouth.

1. Nice drive to from Bluff House to New Plymouth.  Went by beach.  Went by boat yard.  And then we drove around town, either two or three times.

2. Reggie went in the three grocery stores to see what she wanted from each.

3. We went in hardware store and purchased Teflon tape.  Price $1.00/ roll.  

4. We went in the other hardware store and Kay replaced her YoYo that was lost overboard,

5. We then were on a mission as to where to go for lunch.  We ended up going to Blue Bees and Violate the owner ordered the Conch fritters from Robertha’s Faith Grocery.  We were also told by a man, who lives on his boat that is anchored close to us, that the crooked tree restraint is also good for conch fritters and they have beer.

6. After lunch we went to Pineapples.  A meat little bar/restraint that is right on the water.  We had a beer there too and Reggie lounged in the hammock,

7. Then it was time for the special drink   The Goombay. This is made at the Blue Bees.  We ordered a round and then Reggie was off to the grocery store.  Kay and I would give her a little time and then go pick her up in the golf cart.  We had another goober while se allotted shopping time.

8. We loaded the groceries up at ----------

9. Then we went to ----------

10. After all the shopping we had a full golf cart so we                headed back to the Bluff House Marina where the dinghy was tied up.  Several trips up and down the dock it was time to take the food to Dazzler.  Reggie and I did this while Kay waited for us at the pool.  Reggie made rum and coke for Kay and me.  And then it was back to the pool at $4the marina where we relaxed after a hard day of shopping and touring the town.

12March 2006 Sunday 

Still at anchored in Whit3 Sound at Green Turtle Cay.

Today we do not have any plans, so we decided to do laundry at the thought that this would be quicker and easer than doing it on the boat, We lounged around the boat until mid afternoon and then loaded up all the dirty, smelly cloths and headed to the Greed Turtle Club Marina.  We should have done laundry another day.  A water line had broken yesterday and was just repaired an hour before we got there.  This made for a major back up at the washers and dryers,  

The process took us three to four hours.  While we were there we met several people,  Mike and Sue Johnston who are Canadians who live full time (for the past seven years) on their trawler, Sheena II  They sound the winters in the Bahamas and summers back in Canada.  They were very informative as to where to go for this and that.

After the washing we returned to Dazzler, ate supper and went to bed………..doesn’t that sound exciting!

Total miles traveled today=0 nm

Location tonight=same as last night=

26 46.705” N / 077  20.186” W

13 March 2006 Monday

We are still in White Sound at Green Turtle Cay.

Today we go back to New Plymouth by dinghy to get some money at the bank (no fees to do so, but they are only open on Monday and Thursday) and Reggie was going to purchase a couple of more Yoyo’s……watch out fish she is going to put more than one line in at a time.

We ate lunch at Plymouth Rock liquors & Cafe.  Great food at great prices.  Kay had a BLT ($4.25) and I had a conch plate with cucumber salad ($6.00 + $2.00) The store is a liquor store, restraint and real estate office all in one.  But you can only purchase liquor…wine and beer is the only alcohol that can be consumed in the establishment.

A good day in town.  The best was yet to come.  Yesterday while doing laundry we found out that the little store at the marina sold ice cream.   This was going to be an ice cream night.  We dropped Reggie off at Dazzler and went to the marina and purchased two containers of ice cream.  Upon returning to the boat Reggie had prepared tacos.  They were quickly consumed and the ½ gallon of Eddy’s was divided with great accuracy into thirds.   With a little homemade chocolate souse on top the ice cream was soon gone.  It was good.  Really good!

With full tummies we were all in bed by 8:30 pm

Distance traveled tdoda0

Location= same as yesterday

14 March 2006 Tuesday

Today we did not leave the boat until late afternoon.  

We lounged around, layed in the sun, read books, magazines and other papers that we had picked up. 

Kay and I cleaned the water line on Dazzler.  We got in the dinghy with brush and pad and the other pulled the dinghy around the boat.  

Late afternoon we went to the Bluff House Marina to charge the computers.  While the computers were charging we each took showers.   In this process we met a young Bahamian man named Poley  Johnson at the bar.  Poley is short for Napoleon.  He works for AIR Repairs (Refrigeration).  By his stories he must be quite a fisherman, with some good stories.  Poley gave us some information as to where to go and his relatives in locations south.

We returned to the boat at dusk.  Reggie really out did her cooking by preparing blackened grouper.  To say it was great would be a major understatement.  I hope we have it again; our second container of ice cream followed the grouper.  This was again dived into thirds……it doesn’t seem fare that Reggie is half my size, but wants an equal portion.

Distance traveled today=0

Location=same as yesterday= White Sound in Green Turtle Cay

15 March 2006 Wednesday

There was discussion to leaving today.  And we did.  The stay at Green Turtle Cay was very nice.  A single man in a boat anchored close to us had been there three months.  I can see why.

A very well protected harbor, nice facilities and great people.

But it is expensive.  Bud Light is $48/case.  Everything else is proportionately costly.  Bahamas does not have income tax; they make their money on Import Duties.

During the night a cold front came thru.  The wind direction changed from southeast to north and the velocity increased to about 20+kts.  This change made for a night that several trips were made to the deck to check the anchor to make sure the 180 degree change in wind didn’t cause the anchor to “drag”.  The 44 lb Bruce with chain held tight.  We did see other boats with crew on deck with deck lights on and engines started resetting their anchors.  I am not sure what their problems were.  Not enough scope, a different type of anchor, a different type of bottom material or maybe they just didn’t “set” the anchor.

We were up early and tuned in the SSB for the morning weather report.  Normally it comes thru great.  Today it was nothing but static.  Yesterday the prediction was for wind 20 to 30 kts out of the N to NE.  Winds like this would make the trip thru Whale Cay Passage rough.  With winds from the north we will probably have wave and/or swales up to 10 ft.  The good thing is the trip won’t be long.  Our destination is planned to be Guana Cay Harbour(this is correct spelling).  

At  8:35 am the anchor is up.  High tide was 8:04 am so this made leaving Whit Sound a little less stressful in terms of depth of the water.  

Our trip to Guana Cay Harbour on Great Guana Cay was relatively short.  We picked up a mooring ball at 12:05 pm.

We had fish salad sandwiches, with last nights left over grouper.  It was great the next day.

Reggie had taken Dramamine for the rough water.  We did see 10-foot waves and 20 with gust at 30 kts. So she was ready to sleep after lunch.  Kay and I went to shore and walked over to the ocean side of the cay.  The waves were beautiful and we stood on Nippers (a great bar) deck and watched them break onto shore.  75 yards out from shore is the third largest barrier reef in the world.  The snorkeling and scuba dining is suppose to be spectular here.  Today it is only good for watching waves break onto the beach. 

Weather is nice with temperatures in upper 70’s.  Sunny.  But the wind was blowing 20 to 30 kts.  A little too much wind.

Back on Dazzler we had a great supper of spegatti and surfed the web via a wireless network.

Distance traveled= 18.02 nm.

Location tonight= 26  39.887 N /  077  06.644 W  

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

16 March 2006 Thursday

We are at a mooring at Great Guana Cay Harbour.

Today we did some miscellanies chores.  The bilge pump in the starboard hull quit working.  It turned out that it was only a corroded connection on the wiring, thanks to the salt water.  We cut out the bad and then soldered the wires.  All is now working fine.  The next project was to redo the speaker and wiring in the main saloon.  This turned out to be a couple hour job.  Fishing the wires thru the chase took time.  All done now.  We have music in the main saloon or can put the Boise 151’s so that music can be enjoyed on the trampolines. 

After our chores we went to Nippers a bar/restaurant that overlooks the ocean on the other side of the island from where we are moored.  The island is no more that a quarter mile wide.  Nippers is a multi-level open-air structure that sets on a sand bluff just yards from the ocean.  It was a beautiful day. 

The moorings here are quite close.  There are only about eight in the harbor.  When we swing we are close to other boats.  It is good that none of the boats are over 45 feet on the moorings.

Weather today:  High in upper 70’s, low in upper 60’s, wind 15 to 20 from SE going to the SW

Distance traveled today=0

Location=same as last night= Great Guana Cay at Guana Cay Harbour.

17 March 2006 Friday

We are at Great Guana Cay Harbour.

Happy St. Pat’s Day!  

There were no Irish flags flying or green beer flowing on this island today.  We spent the day at the Guana Cay beach.  Weather was beautiful.  We were all lying on the white sand beach and counted the clouds.  There was a total of one, about the size of a football field.  And then there was none.  

Kay and I had brought our snorkeling equipment and spent some time in the water swimming around the reef.  It was nice.

Distance traveled today=0

Location=same as yesterday

Weather:  Sunny, Hi=88F Lo=70F wind 80@ 8 kts

18 March 2006 Saturday

Anchor up at 8:24 am today we leave Great Guana Cay Harbour and sail to Marsh Harbour.

The man who collects the fee for the use of the mooring showed up in his little boat at 8:00 every morning.  We had our breakfast eaten and were ready to go just after we paid our $15 for using a mooring that is anchored with a concrete block, which looks like 3’x3’x3’ from the surface.

Today was truly a beautiful day.  The trip from Guana Cay to Marsh Harbour was short.  We didn’t even put up the mainsail.  We just rolled the jib out on a tight starboard reach and glided across the 12 to 
14 foot deep water at 4 to 5.5 knots.  We did turn on the starboard engine to assist the battery reserve to be able to turn on the water maker.  In the three-hour trip we made 15 gallons of water.  Good drinking water that is also good for a shower.  

Anchor down in March Harbout at 11:15 am.  The water depth was 8.5 feet.  “Anchor Boy” put out 55 feet of chain.  It is good to know just how much “line” we put out.  Normally we go at least five times the depth for a short stay and seven to ten times the depth when we are going to be spending the night or when the weather is going to have wind associated with it.

Reggie and I went to town to by groceries that would get us thru Sunday.  Kay stayed on the boat and rested his foot.

We were pleasantly surprised with the quality of the grocery stores.  Both the stores we went in had a very good selection of products (Solomons and Price Right).  All the stores we have been to in the Bahamas have been very clean and orderly.  The only problem is that everything is usually twice the cost of items In St. Louis.  

Tonight we grilled pork stakes and had desert of ice cream, one pint for each of us.  The freezer on the refrigerator works great.

Total distance traveled today= 9.96 nm

Location=Marsh Harbour=26  32.852”N / 077  03.349 W

Weather:  Sunny, hi=lo 80’s low= upper 60’s,  Wind 220 @ 15 kts

19 March 2006 Sunday

We are at anchor at Marsh Harbour.  

There must be at least 50 boat anchored in this harbor.  The real interesting part of this is that every boat is uniquely different.  There are boats well in the seven figure cost range and there are boats that could be purchased less than a late model used car.  There are all kinds and lengths of both power and sail boats. 

Even though it is Sunday and we knew that the majority of the stores would be closed we went the shore anyway.  There were a lot of places to return to tomorrow for items that we both needed and wanted.   

We contently docked the dinghy at the Snappas Restaurant dinghy dock.  Snappas is built over the water like a dock.  I said that if you dropped some money the fish would have it.  The other great thing is the beer there is very cold ($4.00/bottle of Kalik)

Distance traveled=0

Location tonight=Marsh Harbour=same as yesterday

Weather:  Sunny, hi=88 F, Lo=70 F, Wind NW @ 10 kts

20 March 2006 Monday

We are at anchor in Marsh Harbour.  This is a great harbour.  Well protected.  Good depth and holding for the anchor.  And places to go and places to get what is needed.  

Today was “Power Shopping Day”.  At 10 o’clock we were in the dinghy and headed to the dinghy dock.  Once on shore we scattered like birds.  The only controlling factor was that each of us had a handheld radio.  This enabled us to inform the others that thy had found and acquired a certain item.  I went to an optomoligist that advertised that they did repairs also.  I had lost a screw out of my sunglasses.  They were able to replace it and did not charge me because the screw was supposed to be gold in color and they didn’t have on in gold color.  Then it was to several different stores looking for a bulb for the anchor light that is atop the mast.  I did find one.  West Marine price=$17.99 the price I paid=$32.95.  Everything we buy is about twice what we pay in the states.  Then I went to NAPA, yes NAPA like we have to get some gear oil.  By this time Reggie and Kay had made purchases and had gone back to the boat and were now back in town docked at another dinghy dock.  It was a good thing we each had a radio; otherwise I would have been standing somewhere wondering where the dinghy was.  Well Reggie, who can stare at a can in the grocery store was in another grocery and Kay was at the Bar.  I elected to help Kay in his doings rather than stand beside my lovely wife glazing at a can of green beans or a bin of onions.  When I met up with Kay he informed me that Reggie and him had seen a man just a short distance away making fresh conch salad.  This sounded too good to pass up.  The man’s name is George and his stand was just east of Snappas Grill & Chill.  George was cutting up fresh onions, green peppers and tomatoes.  To this he added fresh conch and either lime or lemon juice.  I think some other spices were added too.  I purchased a pint ($8.00) and ate it on the spot.  Very good.  This would be a must have when in Marsh Harbour.

Reggie gave us a call on the radio and said that she was ready to be picked up at another dinghy dock. So we jumped in the RIB and headed her way.  We put the provisions that she purchased, food and other (Bacardi light Rum one liter bottle $11.18, less 10% if you buy 3 each of less 20% if you buy 6 each and Kalik Bahamian Beer @ $34.50 per case—good beer and it also the cheapest) in the dinghy and her and Kay took it to Dazzler and I went for ice.  Kay returned for me and the three of us were now back on Dazzler.

The next thing to do was to replace the anchor light.  Reggie still cannot be coaxed into being pulled, the equivalent of five stories up, to the top of the mast.  I was the one to go.  And I am sure Kay is glad we have the ½ inch Milwaukee drill with a bit that fits the winch so all he has to do is pull the trigger and up I go.  We got the light bulb switched and I then pulled up the camera and took some photos of the harbor.

Distance traveled today=0 by boat and what seems 100’s of miles by foot

Location=at anchor in Marsh Harbour

Weather= Sunny, hi=mid 80’s lo=70 winds=light (this usually means a blow the next day)

21 March 2006 Tuesday

Anchor up at Marsh Harbour at 8:01 am.

We sailed around the peninsula from the harbor side of Marsh Harbour to the south east side of town to Marsh Harbour Ship Yard.  This is where the keel will be repaired.  We tied up to a dock by the travel lift at 10:05 am. 

The harbor had a narrow entrance and opened up into an area where there was a new fuel dock and piles driven for the construction of docks.  I later found out that the harbor was excavated by a trencher digging a crosshatched pattern thru the coral.  Then an excavator and dragline were used to remove the pieces of coral left by the trencher.  The water had a depth of about 9 feet.   The waters edge was vertical.  

This shipyard had two things going for it.  First, were the people who worked there.  They were all friendly, knowledgeable and willing to make our stay and repair job as pleasant and economical as possible. Second, the equipment.  The shipyard has a 70-ton travel lift that operates over a pit that will accomonadate boats to almost 26 feet wide and I don’t know how long.  The shop does aluminum and stainless steel welding and fabrication for what ever a boater might need or want.  There was boat of all state of repair in the yard.  From those that are even better than when they were first built, to those that would be more of a challenge to put back in sailing condition than most people would accept.  There were two men refitting a tugboat.  Other men were working on trawlers, spotfishers, smaller powerboats and both cats and monohull sailboats. 

 In no time Dazzler was out of the water and setting on blocks over looking the Sea of Abaco.  Today she would dry out.  The repair work will start tomorrow.

Ian Carroll, the Yard Manager was all over the yard making sure things were getting done and done right.  He is also a great people person who made sure we knew what they plan to do and to find out what our wants and concerns were.  I then went in the office to fill out the work order and met Tracy Dupuch who I had talked to and scheduled the repairs with.  She was ever bit a pleasant in person as she was on the phone.

We are now living in what would resemble a tree house.

Total miles today 10.12 nm.

Location=Marsh Harbour Ship Yard= 26 31.909 N / 077 03.240 W

Weather hi=mid 80’s  lo=70, Sunny and the winds started as a breeze of 8 kts this morning to 25 kts after noon.

22 March 2006 Wednesday

Notice:  Today is Granddaughter, Karley Branch’s birthday!  She was born 8 years ago today.  Happy Birthday Karley!!!

Work started at 8 am with grinding to remove the splintered fiberglass on the leading edge of the starboard keel.  There was talk that it wasn’t bad……anything that happens to the bottom of my boat is bad.  Then the area was formed with cardboard and expanding foam was injected behind the form.  This would allow the area to be shaped.   In just a short time the foam had set up.  The foam was then shaped and covered with an epoxy.  Tomorrow the fiberglass will be put on the epoxy and covered with resin.  

There was a very nice Lagoon 41 cat next to us that was put back in the water today at noon.  It belongs to a nice young couple Brian and Jenny, who have five-year-old twin girls,  -----------and-----------.  They plan on leaving on a three-month sail in the Bahamas and then take the boat back to Annapolis, Md.

We wish them a very nice journey and we hope that the young girls remember all the good parts of their experience.

We didn’t really do much today.  We sat on the boat and walked around the yard and watched the guys work on our boat and watched them put in a boat and watch them take out a boat.

Distance traveled=0

Location=Marsh Harbour Ship Yard

Weather= Sunny with clouds at times and other times no clouds at all.  Temperature hi=upper 80’s lo=70.  Winds similar to yesterday.  There were almost no winds at all over night increasing to above 20 kts by noon and then decrease to nothing at dark.  The winds during the day blew a lot of dust on the boat. Both inside and out.

23March 2006 Thursday

We are setting on the lot at Marsh Harbour Boat Yard.  

Work continued on the boat today.  The keel area was glassed and some cracks on the sugar scoops were repaired.  The sanding on the bottom was started and completed.  

Kay and I drained the gear oil in the lower units.  We will refill these when we change the engine oil, possible tomorrow.  We then installed the “new” refrigerator in a more permeate manor and cut and installed the trim around it.  It looks much better now.  Kay reworked the intake thru hull for the head on his side of the boat.

Reggie walked to town and brought back some nice looking pork chops for supper.

Distance traveled today=0

Location=Same as Yesterday=Marsh Harbour Boat Yard

Weather= Sunny, Hi around 80, Lo around 70, wind from the east at 10 kts.  The wind direction is much better for us.  We now get the breeze off the water rather than the wind over the boat yard lot that blows dust on us.

25 March 2006 Friday

Notice:  Today is Granddaughter, Hanna Branch’s birthday!  She was born 11 years ago today.  Happy Birthday Hanna!!!

Last night it rained and the winds blew.  When a front comes thru here it can blow the bark off the trees.  I can honestly say that I was glad that we were high and dry on the parking lot here at the boat yard.  We didn’t rock and we didn’t worry about dragging anchor or have another boat drag anchor into us.  While we were eating breakfast and were watching the rain come down horizontal, we were listening to the morning cruisers net on the VHF radio. This is broadcast that gives the weather, sports and news in the real world.  It also informs us of any activities that ate happening in the harbour or nearby area.  During this broadcast there were several interruptions by boat reporting other boats dragging across the harbor out of control or other boats actually colliding with another boats.  At the conclusion of the storm there was reports of winds of 43.8 knots here at Marsh Harbour and 47 knots at Hope Town, just to our east.

The storm ended a little after 8 o’clock and the sun came out.

Kay and I started some maintenance projects while we await the completion of the bottom work.  Neither shower drain pumps were working.  So we tried to figure out the problems.  The pump in the starboard shower had a wire that was not connected.  Easy fix.  The pump in the port hull needed to be replaced.  Later in the day I was able to purchase a pump at National Marine in town.  Price=$129.  I have two of these pumps I had intended to bring, but left in our storage trailer in Punta Gorda.  Price I paid for these pumps were $42 each.  That’s life in the islands!  The other project we started was to recaulk the main windows.  Dazzler seams to leaks from the top.  That is better than leaking thru the bottom, but (and there is always a but in life) Admiral Reggie (I am only the Captain) declared that the water that dripped in her kitchen need to stop.  Well Kay and I cut out the old caulk and prepared the area to be recaulked.  Later in the day we would buy new caulk at the Abaco Ace Hardware.

In the middle of the afternoon the three of us headed to town.  We called a cab on the handheld VHF.  The cabs in Marsh Harbour monitor channel 6 on the VHF.  I was dropped off and made the purchased and Kay and Reggie went on to Out Island Internet to check their e-mails.  I met them there and sent 80+photo’s to Bill Kelley so he could put them on the website.  While sending them, son-in-law, Dan Moriarty came on the IM to say that he had received some of the photos too.  We sang Happy Birthday to him via the e-mail.  It was now 5:00 pm and we learned by listening to the cruisers net that Snappas had $3 beer and mix drinks from 5 to 7 and also had free happy hour food.  This was the making of a supper on snacks, at the bar.  Actually the food was meatballs and sub sandwiches with chips.   We ate and drank our fill, when walked out of the bar Reggie called a cab on the radio.  They showed up in less than five minutes to take us back to the boat yard (fair=$9)

Distance Traveled Today=0

Location Tonight=Same as Yesterday=Marsh Harbour Boat Yard—parking lot.

Weather= Hi in low 70’s Lo in upper 50’s, Cloudy in am and clear and sunny in pm, wind 20 to 25 from NNW

25 March 2006 Saturday

Notice:  Today it is Son-in-Law, Dan Moriarty’s Birthday.  Happy Birthday Dan!!!

We are still at Marsh Harbour Boat Yard.  

In an effort to save some money on the repair I was going to do the painting.  I am actually going to put new bottom paint on Dazzler.  This would require an epoxy barrier coat on the exposed gel coat and repaired area.  Following this I needed to apply a prime coat and then the bottom paint.  Point of information:  The bottom paint here has tin…………But costs $299 per gallon.  Reggie said that it is spring and I am doing my usual thing of rubbing and painting my “mistress’s” bottom.  I didn’t think I would be painting a boat bottom this spring.  I started at 8 am and had it all complete except for the bottom paint when I quit at 7:15 pm.  This is not fun.  What made things is that we overlook a large of the Sea of Abaco and the weather was perfect for sailing.  15 knots of wind, mid 70’s and sunny.  

Another endorsement for the Marsh Harbour Boat Yard.  Because they were only open until noon on Saturday, and because of the different materials that I was going to apply to different parts of the boat, Ian Carroll, the yard manager, wrote out what I needed to do and in what order and what materials I would need for each step.  I can honestly say that if I ever have a boat that need repair work and I can get it to Marsh Harbour, I will do so.

Our new friends, Brian, Jennie, Emma and Ally Snead left in their 40’ Lagoon for Hope Town and points south.  We hope we will see them again in the near future.

Distance Traveled Today=0

Location Tonight=Same as Yesterday=Marsh Harbour Boat Yard parking lot

26 March 2006 Sunday

We are at Marsh Harbour Boat Yard

Today I painted the bottom….two coats.  And recaulked the starboard half of the main windows.  Kay and I changed the oil in the engines and lower units.  We are ready to once again become a boat rather than a “tree house”

As beautiful of a day yesterday was…………Today was nicer.  And I would like to give much thanks to Reggie and Kay for both their moral support and actual help.  I know I didn’t come on this trip to spend what will be almost a week in a boat repair yard……….especially when we are experiencing such beautiful weather.  We would look out and see the boats sliding across the flat water with the aid of a nice breeze.

When we are out of the water we cannot use the “head”.  On our side, we have a bucket that we use during the night or when she doesn’t want to make the trip to the toilet.   The toilet is 100 yards away at the yard office.  The only thing Reggie has said about situation is “Will you empty the Bucket”.  In doing this task I worried about dropping it in the boat or on me as I climbed down the ladder.  So far…no accidents

Distance Traveled Today=0

Location= Same as Yesterday=Marsh Harbour Boat Yard..parking lot

Weather:  Beautiful but cooler, Sunny, Hi=low 70’s Lo=upper 50’s, Wind=10 to 15 from W.

27 March 2006 Monday

We are at the Marsh Harbour Boat Yard.

The bottom of the boat is ready to go back into the water.  The rest of the boat needs some work.  Because of the wind and dust, followed by the rain and “mud” the deck and inside of the boat was dirty.  We had a hose connection at the front of the boat which made cleaning easier than if we had to use a bucket and broom.  Ian came by a little after 8 am.  His schedule for pulls and launches only had one boat on it.  We requested to be launched sometime after lunch.  The three of us were busy sweeping, cleaning and washing the decks both inside and out.  We also had a lot of “stuff” that needed to be put away also.  By noon we had Dazzler back in orderly shape and ready for the water.  

Kay topped off the diesel tank (5 gal @ $3.37/gal) and gas in the dinghy (2.6 gal @ $4.12/gal)

We ate lunch and took a walk to a small beach next to the boat yard.  Reggie then wanted to show us some piles of conch shells along the road that went to town.  When we returned to the yard the travel lift was set up to pick up Dazzler.   The yard puts wax paper on the straps to protect the new paint job.  I had never seen this done.  This is a little something nice that they do for the customer.  The boat was in the water at 2:25pm.  We fired up the engines and were on our way back to Marsh Harbour harbour.  It was truly nice to be in the water, to have the motion and noise of the water on the hull of the boat.  Yes Dazzler is dancing once again in the water.  The wind was blowing in a direction that made sailing not such a good idea so we motored the 10 miles to the harbour.  The wind was blowing 20 to 25 and the waves were only about 2 to 3 feet.  It would have made me feel better to sail in weather that we were observing from the parking lot for the last few days, but being in the water was good.  

Reggie, who does get seasickness, tried the wristbands that put pressure on the inside of the wrist.  My sister, Judy Dillinger had given these to Reggie several years ago.  Thinking that they were a little hocus-pocus Reggie had never tried them.  They worked.  Or at least today they worked.  I still think it would be too good to be true.

Anchor was down in Marsh Harbour at 4:52 pm.  This place is a place that is hard to leave.  It has a little bit of everything.  Two grocery stores, Ace hardware, NAPA, several boat equipment or marine service stores.  We look out the back of our boat and see a beautiful sunset every night.  The one thing that is done here that is unique to us is that just before sunset they blow conch shells.  Depending on the night there might be only one or maybe up to ten or twelve are blown.  As soon as the sunsets temperature drops about 10 degrees.  So we usually just slide the glass doors shut and not put on a long sleeve shirt………or should I say that Kay and I do not put on a long sleeve shirt….Reggie does usually put on a jacket in the evenings.

Distance traveled today=10.12 nm

Location tonight=Marsh Harbour=26  32.8” N / 077 03.4” W

Weather:  Hi=73, lo=upper 50’s , wind from NE at 20 to 25 kts. an it was partly cloudy. 

28 March 2006 Tuesday

We are at anchor at Marsh Harbour.

Today is washday. But before we went in for laundry I wanted to take the SSB radio antenna tuner to Merlin Electronics to be checked out.  I had reversed the positive and negative wires on it and when I plugged it into the radio it blew fuses.  The owner of Merlin’s took it right in and checked it out.  All appeared to be ok.  In less than ten minutes we were back in the dinghy and headed back to Dazzler to drop off the antenna tuner and pick up Reggie and five bundles of dirty cloths.

 We use the laundry when we can for several reasons.  1. Is water.  This is a valuable commode and when we wash on the boat it depletes the drinking water that we have made. 2. Is time.  We usually load four to six washing machines and then move the wash to the dryers.  3.  Quality.  I know that the whites are whiter when the machine does the wash. 

The only negative is that it is usually a total of  $20+ for the three of us to do the laundry.  

While the wash was in process I went to the Ace Hardware and purchased some more caulk for the main window and then went to NAPA to get a reserve supply of 90 wt gear oil.  When I returned to the laundry it was in time to fold the cloths. 

We had used a grocery cart that had been left close to the dinghy dock to take our cloths to the laundry.  On returning from the laundry I was pushing the cart…….and felt like and looked like a homeless street person who had their worldly possessions in the cart.  Mine was only clean t-shirts, shorts and underwear.  

When we were at the dinghy dock we met a man with a Lagoon 38 who asked us about our boat.  We invited him to come by and have a look at it, and he did.  His name was Brad Gunn and he lives in Hope Town.  At the moment on his boat, but he has a lot and plans to build a house on it.   After a quick tour of our boat we sat in the cockpit and we asked him questions as to where to go and what to do on our was south.  He was very helpful and informative.

Distance traveled today=0

Location tonight=Marsh Harbour

Weather:  hi=mid 70’s, low=60’s, wind 10 to 15 from ENE, sunny skis.

29 March 2006 Wednesday

Notice:  Today is First Mate and wife Reggie Heisler’s Birthday.  Happy Birthday Reggie!!! Reggie does not want to celebrate like she did when she was 12 YO.  But it is definitely good to have them.  And when you get older, I am not saying that Reggie is Old, counting the exact years is not that important either.

