Monthly Journal for May 2006

“Twenty years from now you will be more disappointed by the things that you didn’t do than by the ones you did do….”----Mark Twain

If you e-mail me please do so to the following address:  dennyheisler@aol.com I am having trouble with the verizon e-mail address.  If you sent me an e-mail and did not receive a reply, try the AOL address.  

Most of the time when I type this Journal it is either the evening of that day or as much as a day or two after.  The typing sometimes occurs while I set in the cockpit of the boat as the sun is setting and then after it has set.  Being educated as an engineer and not a journalist it takes me longer to put thought to paper than it might someone else.  I do not always go back and proof read what I have put down, so as you read please look over the mistakes.  

1 May 2006 Monday

We are at anchor at Rock Sound.

Kay prepared breakfast this morning.  He took toasted, homemade (not by us), English muffins and put some ham (from a Spam can) and egg and cheese on it and served it like a sandwich.  It was great…….McDonalds should try this. Ha.  I washed dishes.  Yes Reggie is still with us; she was given a break today at breakfast, but she did gave instructions to make sure her kitchen was the way she wanted it after Kay and I were done.  After breakfast we were off to town.  We landed at the dinghy dock at low tide.  This meant that the dinghy was in one foot of water and the dock decking was eight feet off the water.  My complements to the Dingle Motors dock building people.  Because they put a low water landing platform with steps to get up to the main dock.  We took a pedestrian tour of the area.  The first place we went was to a park that is built around an Ocean Hole.  The hole was round, a hundred yards in diameter and the water level varied with the tide.  At the time we were there the water level was 20 feet below the surrounding ground.  Depth=???   Reggie brought some crumbs to feed the fish.  The fish must have heard us coming, because they were all in front of us when we climbed down to a lower level, even before she threw the food in the water.  After feeding the fish we walked around the town.  There had been a fish processing plant here. It is now closed.  You can tell the economic effect that had on this small town.  There are a lot of abandoned houses.  Some from storms but others where people had just left.  We walked one half mile north on the Queens Highway to the Market Place.  This is a shopping center with a grocery, hardware and auto parts store.  This is probably the nicest grocery store we have been in.  The grocery store was like a medium sized store you would find in the states.  Prices were some of the best in the Bahamas.  When Reggie was checking out she ask the cashier if she knew if we could get a ride back to town.  The cashier told us she was going to be going to town in ten minutes and would be happy to take us if we would wait.  As we were being driven back to town we found out that the cashier was the owner of the store.  Her and her husband, who died last year, started the business 30 years ago. She told us that boaters who go to the store will be given rides by someone at the store back to the dock.  At Dingle Motors we fill the two 5 gal diesel cans, which will mean that we are completely full of fuel and top off the dinghy gas (diesel 10 gal @ $3.83/g and gas 1.9 gal @ $4.73/g) We will have 80 gal of diesel / 0.6 gal/hr at 6 knots/hour means we now have a motoring range of 800 miles.  We do run the engines almost every night for hot water for the showers and dish washing and to charge the batteries in the boat and computers and cameras.  This day was not full of challenging excitement.  But Rock Sound is not a jumping place; it is a sleepy little town that is trying to better itself.

Distance Traveled Today=0

Location Tonight=Rock Sound

Weather:  Hi=mid 70’s a little cool; Lo=65;  From sunny to cloudy and l light sprinkle of rain just before noon;  Wind from N at 15 to 20 kts.

2 May 2006 Tuesday

Today we are at Rock Sound.

Our plan was to sail to Warderick Wells Cay.  Anchor up at 6:32 AM.   We motor for 12.16 nm before we are in Exuma Sound.  The wind was from 10 to 20 deg at 15 kts.  We motor because the 12+ miles are as follows: 1.71nm @ 238 then 4.74nm @ 300 then 4.26 @ 254 then 1.45nm @ 202 and then we are in the Sound.  The reason for all the different courses is to avoid the shallow areas and sand bars that art just below the surface.  We are in water of less than 13 feet for the first 12 miles.  Some of this leg of our journey the depths were shallow as 6.5 feet.  And then we were out in the Exuma Sound……the depths for the next 30 miles were mostly over 5000 feet and some areas we were in 6000 feet. 

This was a GREAT SAIL!! The best sail of the trip so far.  We start with just the jib.  Then the main.  We are moving at 5 to 6 kts.  We are on a starboard tack with the wind at 160.  This was too good of an opportunity to fly a spinnaker.  So we first set the 100 sm asymmetrical spinnaker and rolled in the jib.  This boat speed jumped to 7 knots and we are seeing only 4 to 7 knots of apparent wind.  This was great.  We set “AUTO” and just glided across the water.  The wind went a little further to the east and the asymmetrical was being blocked by the main so we went to a symmetrical spinnaker and reefed the main to let the wind hit the top of the spinnaker.  This made the rest of the trip very easy with almost no work to make us go.  We could have tacked down wind, but this would have meant jibing.  We are cruisers and that would be too much like racing.   We were going quite fast and if we got to Warderick Wells earlier we would have missed some great sailing time.  The sun was out, the waves were less than three feet and we were moving at six to seven knots.  Reggie took the opportunity to fish while we were in the deep water.  She was after a maui maui.  She never had a strike.  I think if she had caught a 3+ foot fish her little yo yo would not have been the best to pull it in.  Hopefully we will find out another day.  At seven miles to Warderick Wells we called the Exuma Park to see if any mooring were available.  This is like a National Park.   They said yes and assigned us #21.  We came in thru Warderick Cut, the wind was blowing to the south and the tide were flowing to the north.  This caused a very confused sea state.  Waves going in opposing directions. This lasted for a mile we went thru the cut.  When we motored into the mooring area it looked like there was a line on the water.  Rough on one side and smooth on the other.  This area is beautiful.  It looks like a seen of a tropical paradise out of a magazine.  White sand beaches and clear water.  Kay and I put the dinghy in and went to the park office to register.  The office closes at 4:00 and it was 4:15.  The lady who lives here and runs the park as outside and reopened the office and gave us information on trails and diving in the area and told us we can register tomorrow.  We returned to Dazzler and spent the evening looking around at the beauty that surrounded us.

Distance Traveled Today=44.5 nm

Location Tonight=Warderick Wells Cay (24  23.694/076  38.130)

Weather: Hi=85;  Lo=70;  Sunny;  Wind=15 kts from NNE 

3 May 2006 Wednesday

We are at a mooring at Warderick Wells Cay.  Exuma Park.

We plan on staying here both today and tomorrow and explore both the sites on land and in the water. Early in the morning we heard a lady on the VHF giving information about a Conch Fest that is going to be this Saturday at Little Farmers Cay.  That sounded good, we are headed that direction.  After breakfast we go to the office and check in.  At the office were told that we can pay now or stay as long as we want and pay when we leave.  Moorings are $15/night.  Next we are off on a hike to Boo Boo Hill.  This is a hill on Warderick Wells Cay that boaters climb and leave something related to their boat.  It is suppose to appease the ghosts of a shipwrecked vessel.  We placed a 1x4 about 18 inches long with the name of our boat, the three crew members names, the date and St. Louis, Mo on it.  The park asks that no plastic or glass is used so the items left is mostly wood.  We read the dates and names on the weathering items.  From the hill we descend to Boo Boo Beach.  This is a beautiful beach on the Exuma Sound side of the island.  The sand is very light beige and there are large pieces of limestone outcroppings that are along the beach.  We leave the beach and take a trail that goes next to a mangrove swamp and winds back across the island.  There was a “causeway” that allowed us to cross an area that floods at high tide.  The “causeway” is made out of stones placed to make a raised path 3’wide, 4’ to 5’ high and a hundred feet long.  In the middle is a wood bridge 20’ long to allow the water to pass.  This took some volunteers here at the park a long time to build.  We returned to the beach at the park office where we had left our dinghy and headed back to Dazzler.  We noticed a dinghy behind us; it contained Steve, Odelkis and daughter Isabela Horwitz from the boat Seven Bridges.  We had first seen them in Spanish Wells and then again in Governors Harbour.  The came by to say hi and offered us a large peace of Maui Maui that they had caught.  This made for a great supper.  Kay and I went snorkeling at a location close to our mooring after lunch.  There we saw a lot of fish and even a 5’shark.  We then went back to Dazzler and picked up Reggie and went off to explore other areas.  We took a quick look and Emerald Island and then went to Emerald Beach.  This was one of the many beaches that are part of every island here in the Exumas. There was a sign on the beach that said “Emerald Beach  No Dress Code,” Think about it.  We returned to Dazzler and had a great supper of fresh fish.

Distance Traveled Today=0

Location Tonight=At a mooring at Warderick Wells Cay.  Exuma Park.

Weather:  Hi=90+;  Lo=70+;  Sunny;  Wind=NNE at 12

4 May 2006 Thursday

We are at a mooring at Warderick Wells Cay.  Exuma Park.

Today we go back to the office and talk to a volunteer who was working there.  Her name is Mechelle.  Her and her husband Bill are from Florida, but spend many months each year on their trawler “Cool Breeze” We told Mechelle about the Conch Fest at Little Farmers Cay on Saturday and she told us about the Cinco De Mayo party at Staniel Cay tomorrow.  Steve, Odelkis and Isabela Horwitz were at the office also.  We talked about meeting again at Little Farmers Cay or George Town.  Leaving the park easier knowing there are places to go and people to reunite with.  I think Reggie, Kay and I would agree to stay here longer had there not been functions to attend.  Today we went to Beryl’s beach and walked along Beryl’s Wall.  The wall is made of stacked stone 18” to 24” wide and 4+ feet tall and goes completely across the island.  It was originally made by the Loyalist who inhabitant the island.  It was built to control the animals they we rising.  We then walked to the ruins of a Loyalist settlement.  The ruins were only the partial walls of their structures.  I have asked Reggie to do a lot of things with me, I am sure if I asked her to live in one of these small stone buildings on the top of a hill with only rock for a yard and the only well on the island was more than a half a mile away, she would voice a loud disapproval.  It was not a place I would want to live!  From the ruins we returned to Beryl’s beach.  Kay went to the water and Reggie and I walked to Loyalist Beach.  The first third and last third of the path were level sand.  The middle third of the distance was across an area that was weather limestone that was very rough and had many potholes and sharp edges.  There were only a few plants growing out of the rocks.  I am sure that this is what the moon surface would look like.  Reggie and I returned to the beach where Kay and the dinghy were located.  We are going back to Boo Boo Hill.  We had put the flag up on Dazzler and this would be a great picture opportunity.  When we got to the top of the hill we noticed the flag was blowing forward from the boat.  The tide was pulling the boat with more force than the wind.  This made Dazzler look like it was anchored from the stern.  We also went the blowhole close to Boo Boo Hill.  We could feel the air coming out of the hole, but there was not enough wave action to make it spout water even though it was high tide.  We returned to Dazzler for the day.  The last two days we have walked a lot.  It was a good stop.

Distance Traveled Today=0

Location Tonight=At a mooring at Warderick Wells Cay.  Exuma Park

Weather:  Hi=90+;  Lo=70;  Sunny;  Wind=less than 10 from NNE

5 May 2006 Friday

We are moored at Warderick Wells Cay.  Exuma Park.

This is a day of choices.  We could stay here at an area of tranquility or drop the mooring and go to Staniel Cay.  The decision was more than just going or staying.  The Staniel Cay Yacht Club is having a Cinco de Mayo party.  Who would guess one of these in the Bahamas?  Reggie has always enjoyed this day of festivities, so we go to Staniel Cay.

 We drop the mooring at 8:10 AM.  We sail south on the west side if the islands on the Great Bahama Bank in 15 feet of water, instead on the east side of the islands in the Exuma Sound in water depths greater than 3000 feet.  The wind is from the NW so we set the asymmetrical spinnaker and are moving between 5 and 7 knots depending on the puffs.  The apparent wind is 7 to 9 knots.  This was great for a couple of hours.  Then the wind moved more to the north.  We were now too deep for the asymmetrical, so we went to the symmetrical spinnaker and had another couple of hours of great sailing under spinnaker.  Then the boat speed dropped below 5 then it dropped below 4 knots.  Too slow.  We start the engines and the “Iron Genoa” is now in operation.  We arrive at Staniel Cay and anchor is down at 1:10 PM.  We are anchored 150 yards NW of the Staniel Cay Yacht Club whe the party will be held, starting at 4:00.  We have enough time to go to the Grotto where Thunderball Cave is located.  We grabbed masks, snorkels and fins and headed to Thunderball Cave.  When we arrived it was almost high tide.  This would mean the current should not be too bad.  This also meant that the opening to get into the cave would be much smaller.  I was first in the water with Reggie and Kay in the dinghy with hesitation.  I was at the dinghy that was tied to a mooring ball 25 feet from the entrance.  When I put my mask on and looked in the water I was amazed in that I was completely surrounded by colorful fish.  I mentioned this to Reggie and Kay who decided to wait for me in the dinghy.  I swam over and into the narrow entrance and then into the cave.  There were dozens of different species of fish and hundreds of each specie.  I was the only person in the cave and the fish followed me around like a cloud.  And they never touched me as I swam around.  The coral was also very colorful.  I had a 35mm underwater camera and went thru a roll of film in a very short time.  I am use to the digital camera that doesn’t have a developing cost.  I swam back to Reggie and Kay and assured them that they would fit between the rocks…..I did….and that there would be enough clearance to swim into the cave with out having to dive under some rocks.  Once inside the cave it was like being inside a sphere (75 ft in dia.) with a couple holes in the top to let in sunlight.  They took to the water and were not disappointed.  The fish, coral and the inside of the cave were all worth the dive.  We will look at the James Bond and Flipper films with interest as to some of the film locations.  It was now back to the boat and shower and put on clean cloths for the party.  We took the dinghy ride to the yacht club.  At the dinghy dock some men were cleaning fish. Maui Maui that were 3 to 5 feet long.  The fish were impressive.  The sharks and rays that swam around in the clear shallow water waiting for scraps from the cleaning were also impressive.  We saw Mechelle and Bill from “Cool Breeze” that we met at Warderick Cay.  It was a good party, with very a lot of great people, even the typical Mexican drinks, but there was no Mexican music.  We did not stay late because there is another function to go to tomorrow at a different location.  At midnight at last check from Dazzler the party was still going on.  

Distance Traveled Today=20.93 nm

Location Tonight= At anchor at Staniel Cay (24  10.377/076  26.868)

Weather:  Hi=90+;  Lo=70;  Sunny;  Winds  NNW to N at 15 to 5
6 May 2006 Saturday

We are at anchor at Staniel Cay.

Anchor up at 10:05 AM.  We are off to the Conch Fest at Little Farmers Cay.  The distance from Staniel to Little Farmers was not very far, so we left later in the day than we would normally do. The weather was beautiful, sunny with the temperature in the 80’s, BUT the wind was on the nose.  We didn’t even take the sail covers off and motored the four hours of the trip. Just before we arrived at the island we saw Seven Bridges leaving his anchorage on the west side of the island.  We found out that he was ask to leave here because he was a just off the end of the runway.  We followed Seven Bridges to the other side of the island and anchored in Big Harbour.  Anchor down at 2:05 PM.  We later found out that little Farmers Cay, which is one mile long and 0.25 miles wide, has a population of 50 to 55 people.  Terry Bain, the owner of Ocean Cabin, has several festivals each year. Today was the Conch Fest.  They had pizza conch, cracked conch, conch fritters, conch salad and conch chowder.  We had most all of the items.  And all was good!  When we walked up to the Ocean Cabin we were greeted by Mechelle and Bill who we met at Wardrick Cay and then again at Staniel Cay came to Little Farmers with a some other boaters via speed boat.  It was good to talk to them and the others.  We also met several other sailors who were on there way north for the summer.  They gave us information as to where to go and what to see in George Town.  We also met Shannon O’Steen, the captain and Renee and Jim Wellborn, the owners, of Miss Ashlee Renee, who were from Destin, Fl in a cruise on their 50’ cruiser.  It was a good time and we were made to feel very welcome by Terry (owner) and Tyrone Brown (bartender).  We returned to the boat as the sun was setting.  I hope we will be able to see this group in the future.

Distance Traveled Today=20.02 nm

Location Tonight=At anchor, Little Farmers Cay                 (23  57.815/076  19.218)

Weather: Beautiful!  Hi=90;  Lo=70;  Sunny;  Wind= SSE at 12.

7 May 2006 Sunday

We are at anchor at Little Farmers Cay.

Anchor up at 7:37 AM.  Today we went to Elizabeth Harbour.

It was a long motor day.  Weather was beautiful, but the wind was again from the direction we are headed so we motored the whole distance.  We were in deep water, greater than 2000’, so Reggie got out her fishing equipment and tried.  Was not successful……..not even a strike.  We did see our friends from Miss Ashley Renee, who are headed in our direction catch a fish.  We arrive at Elizabeth Harbour and are met by a container ship at Conch Cay Cut.  We waited outside the channel until he cleared and then we headed into the harbour.  It was low tide so we chose the route for deeper draft vessels or low tide to wind our was to Monument Beach at Stocking Island.  Anchor down at 4:07 PM.  Because we motored we were able to run the water maker.  The water tank and bottles were now all full.  The batteries were also fully charged.  We checked our fuel usage and used 0.667 gal/hour.  That was motoring at 2500 rpm into 15 to 20 knots of headwind.  Not bad.  It is a lot more efficient that our center council.  The most disappointing part of the trip so far is that we do more motoring than what I had anticipated.  We are going is a direction that is against the trade winds……what could we expect.  We are at anchor just behind Miss Ashlee Renee and Seven Bridges is to our starboard.

Distance Traveled Today=41.55 nm

Location Tonight=At anchor at Monument Beach, Stocking Island, Elizabeth Harbour

Weather: Hi=90;  Lo=70;  Mostly sunny, a few white clouds that were passing;  Wind= Starting at less than 10 and ending up at more than 20 from SSE.

8 May 2006 Monday

Today we are at anchor at Monument Beach, Stocking Island. 

After breakfast we hoisted anchor and motored to Kidd Cove and dropped anchor again.  At our new location we will be 0.25 nm from the entrance to Victoria Lake.  We learned from others talking on the VHF that the bridge over the entrance to the lake is going to be demolished and that access to the lake will be closed.  The closing was to start at 1:00 PM this afternoon.  We took the dinghy to a small beach by the marina.  There were a couple other dinghies there.  We had a walk around the town.  The town is actually around the lake.  A nice walk to stretch our legs.

Distance Traveled Today=0.97 nm

Location Tonight=At anchor at Kidd Cove, George Town, Elizabeth Harbour

Weather: Hi=90+;  Lo=70;  Sunny;  Wind=<10 from SSE  

9 May 2006 Tuesday

We are at anchor at Kidd Cove.  George Town. Elizabeth Harbour.

We noticed yesterday, that the demolition on the bridge that span the 25-foot wide access to Victoria Lake, was only some paint marks on the roadway above.  Dinghies were coming and going under the bridge to and from a very nice dinghy dock that was provided by the grocery store.  So we decided to enter the lake where Exuma Marketplace Grocery has a first class floating dinghy dock.  This made getting in and out of the dinghy much easier.  When we use the beach or a fixed dock the rise and fall of the tide can make the dock over our head when it is out.  Today was laundry day…….enough said for the time between 10:00 am and 1:00 pm.  We did do the wash at the laundry at the marina and because of the dryer situation; the wet cloths were hauled to the Corner Laundry.  The equipment was much better there.  While the wash was being done I emptied the two 5 gallon diesel cans into the main tank of Dazzler and put the cans in the dinghy and went to shore, carried the can up to the filling station, refilled them, back to Dazzler and emptied them into the main tank.  This filled the main tank.  Then back to the filling station to fill the five-gallon cans.  Total fuel 20 gallons at $3.70 per gallon.  I then headed to the laundry and met Reggie and Kay who were just leaving.  I had missed the clothes folding…oh well. 

At 7:00 PM Steve, Odelkis and young Isabela from Seven Bridges came over to Dazzler to visit and go over the route to Luperon.  It would be nice to travel with another boat.  Steve has also made this trip before.  Reggie enjoyed the small time she spent with Isabela.  Just like what use to happen with our grandkids, she was exhausted trying to stay up with the movements of an active 20 month old.

Distance Traveled Today=0

Location Tonight=See yesterday

Weather= See yesterday, except hotter and less wind

10 May 2006 Wednesday

We are at anchor at Kidd Cove.  George Town.  Elizabeth Harbour. 

We go to town in the morning to purchase a couple of charts of the Turks and Caicos and Dominican Republic that we will need for our up coming leg of the journey.  We also wanted to make a connection to the Internet.  We were able to obtain connection at Balsound Electronics.  Fee was $3 for the whole day if you use your own computer.  The girl at the shop and was very nice and helpful.   We received e-mails and sent some that were overdue.  I was going to send photos to River Bills to post on the web site.  Normally we send 5 ea at a time.  When I hit send it told me that at the connection speed it would take in excess of 3600 minutes to send those 5 photo’s…..so no pictures until we hook up with a faster connection.  The shop closed for lunch so we went to the grocery to pick up some items that Reggie said was necessary to sustain life on the boat for the next couple of weeks.  The mail boat made its deliveries yesterday so there was ice cream.  We each picked our own pint that we ate on the boat and called “Lunch”.  After lunch we went back to Balsound Electronics to finish the Internet work for the day and probably for the next couple of weeks. 

After supper Reggie and I returned to town in the dinghy to use the balance on my BaTelCo Phone Card to call Mom and wish her Happy Mothers Day.  We will be away from everything on Mother’s Day.

Distance Traveled Today=0

Location Tonight=At anchor in Kidd’s Cove by George Town

Weather=See yesterday

12 May 2006 Friday

We are at anchor just off of Volley Ball Beach on Stocking Island across from George Town.

Anchor up at 6:22 AM we are headed out the east end of Elizabeth Harbour to Rum Cay.  We left early because today is going to be a long sail, where we do not go overnight and need to be in the harbour before sunset.  As a matter of fact we need to get to our anchorage before the sunsets too much so that we are able to see and steer around the coral heads on out way into the anchorage. We motor a distance of 5.95 nm for an hour and seven minutes to North Channel Rocks waypoint (23  29.70/75  40.00).  From here we sailed 21.8 nm at a heading of 055 T to the north end of Long Island (NOT New York!)  Reggie fixed a great breakfast of eggs, bacon and toast as we sailed along.  At the north end of Long Island we changed course to 100 T for the next 26.5 nm and then we worked our way into Port Nelson Roadstead dodging the coral until we were about 0.25 nm SW of the Government Pier.  The wind for the trip was out of 160 to 140 degrees.  This made the leg to Long Island a great beam reach.  We were going 7+ knots as smooth a silk.  We knew that the next leg would be a motor sail, so we would be able to charge the batteries and make water.  The one thing that happened as we rounded Long Island the made my stomach jump is that the Raymarine GPS/Chartplotter blinked and when it came back on all the waypoints and routes and tracks from when we left Tortola were gone. I would like to have kept the information, but don’t really need it.   I put the waypoints back in for today’s trip so that our navigation skills would not be challenged. The electronics really make navigation easy.  So easy that Reggie has not used the sextant at all to challenge our location.  This leg of the trip had the apparent wind at 20 degrees.  Too close to sail only so we motor-sailed at 5+ knots.  We dropped anchor at 4:20 pm in 8.5 feet of water.  On our way to our anchorage we went from well over 2000 feet of water depth to 30 feet in less than 0.1 nm.  That makes one take notice.  And in the 30 feet of water you could see all the detail of the bottom.  The sand, then grass, then coral and back to sand.  This kept all hands on deck looking at the water.  Once at anchor we were obligated to visit a bar that was set just off the beach called “Kaye’s”. The spelling wasn’t exactly the same as Kay……but close enough to use as an excuse to go to.  The floor in the structure was sand in the bar area.  And this area was called the Sand Bar.  The restraunt floor was tile.  The groups of residents in the bar were celebrating the visit by the Prime Minister of the Bahamas who was there earlier today for a ground-breaking ceremony for a new resort.  A happy group.  It was more like a self-service bar.  When you got something you filled out a ticket and when you were ready to leave they would add up what you got and pay.  The prices were posted so you could have added up the purchases and leave the money on the table or bar.  When we returned to the boat we were visited by Scott Perrimann and Kathy Pravlik who are anchored a short distance to our starboard on “Werus”  We had met them in George Town.  They are in route to Puerto Rico.  We talked about traveling together.  Sounded good to us.  Scott brought a book and charts that we didn’t have and left them on the boat for the evening.  We pulled out the scanner/copier and reproduced the parts of interest that we didn’t have.  Scott was going to return around noon tomorrow and go over routes.

Distance Traveled Today= 55.99 nm

Location Tonight=At anchor off of Port Nelson at Rum Cay

Weather:  Hi=90;  Lo=70;  Mostly sunny, a few passing white clouds;  Wind S toSSE at 12 to 15 knots.

13 May 2006 Saturday

We are at anchor 0.25 nm from the Government Pier at Rum Cay.

We piddled around the boat in the morning. I had my coffee and Grits.  I am not sure what Reggie and Kay had for breakfast.  At around noon Scott Perrimann came over to pick up the charts and book he had left last evening.  We went over the basic routs we plan to take.  We have not yet compared waypoints.  This is something we will need to do, but can be done via VHF radio when we are under way.  Scott suggest we leave at 8:00 AM so that it is light enough to see the coral in the morning.  We were going meet and to snorkel on the reef later in the day. We decided to return to town to visit the two places that we had missed yesterday.  First “The Last Chance Food Store”.  It was stocked with a few basics.  I think we have had more in our carts leaving the grocery in St. Louis at Thanksgiving than what they had.  Reggie did purchase a jar of spigittee sauce.  Then we went to “Toby’s Bar”.  Not spelt like our daughter Tobi…..but close enough to warrant a visit.  I met Scott and Kathy and they were going to come with us to Toby’s.  When we arrived Reggie and Kay had Toby standing in front of his sign so they could take pictures.  He was a nice man, but didn’t talk much.  We were his only customers for some time.  Kay, Scott and I played several games of dominos while we were there.  Toby had a new air conditioner in the box setting on the floor.  It was to be installed in the next day or so.  The Prime Minister had stopped at Toby’s yesterday.  We returned to Dazzler to get ready to snorkel.  We were in the dinghy at the coral reefs looking at the bottom with our “Lookie Bucket” when a shark swam by.  Kay said that he had read that it is not good to swim on the reefs in the evening because this is when the sharks feed.  We did not snorkel.  We did look at the reef from within the dinghy.  
After we finished our scenic dinghy ride we went into the marina and purchased a bag of ice and returned to Dazzler.

Distance Traveled Today=0

Location Tonight=At anchor off of  Port Nelson at Rum Cay

Weather:  Hi=90;  Lo=79;  Sunny;  Wind at SSE less than 8 knots.

14 May 2006 Sunday

We are at anchor at Rum Cay.

Anchor up at 8:00 AM.  The reason fro leaving this late is that there were many coral heads in the harbour area and the sun had to be high enough so that we could see them on the way out.  We are going to Mayaguana.  We should be there tomorrow morning.  Yes, another overnight sail.  We are leaving with WeRus (Scott and Kathy).  It will be nice sailing with another boat.  Did I say, “Sail”?  This started like most of our other sailing legs with light winds (less than 8 kits) on the nose.  This went until close to noon, and then the winds went to the east enough that we could put up the sails.  It didn’t go far enough so we could enjoy just sailing, but far enough that the sails and motor were moving us along at 6+ knots.  We were in deep water so Reggie got her fishing equipment out and was after a big fish.  Well the first fish to hit the line extended the bungee cord that attached it to the boat to the maximum and then it was gone.  The fish and lure.  This happened two other times.  I think Reggie had some very big fish hit the lines.  We were not expecting anything that big.  She now is without her favorite and also her second and third favorite lures.  She will have to either make a lure or find a place to purchase some. During the day Scott caught two fish.  And offered to share them with us.  We said thank you that we would get them at Mayaguana. 

The breeze was nicely pushing us along as the sun was setting.  I was thinking of maybe leaving the full main up.  This is a no, no.  Because it could be dangerous to put a reef in when the wind comes up in the dark.  Kay asked me, “when are we going to put the reef in the main?”  I answered, “now”.  This was a good answer, because by the time the moon came up at 11:05 PM the wind was up to and had puffs above 20.  We were just moving along and were not overpowered with too much sail.  Scott called on the radio just at sunset and asked that we call him if we saw anything on radar.  We did see several vessels; both large and small go by.  The closest vessel was probably 0.75 miles to our starboard and it did not show on the radar.  Just goes to show, one has to use all the physical tools and their own senses to sail safely.  A little after 11 PM Scott called us on the radio and said they were going to pull into West Plana Cay and anchor.  We told him that we were going to sail on.  As Chris the weatherman was coming on for his 6:30 AM report, the island of Myaguana was appearing ahead.  We turned off the engines and with only sails in the dyeing morning wind we went below to listen to the report.  In the dimished wind we were only traveling 2 to 3 knots over the ground.  A couple notes on the trip.  Kay seemed to not be sleepy and him and “AUTO” steered the boat from 3 AM to after 6:30 Am while I slept in the cockpit.  The sleep was interrupted twice.  First a flying fish had flown on to me and was flopping around on my chest and then legs.  This was not relaxing.  My second awakening was when Kay asked me if I thought we should speed up or slow down to let a container ship pass.  He could not see the difference between the red and green lights.  Other than that it was just a long sail.  Reggie did stay up and keep us company until midnight.  
    

Distance Traveled today=See Tomorrow 

Location Tonight=Somewhere sailing between Rum Cay and Mayaguana.

Weather:  Hi=80’s;  Lo=70’s; Partly Cloudy;  Wind in AM 15 kt from N , PM 20 to 30 kts from NW, Night12 from NW

15 May 2006 Monday

This was an overnight sail.  So Kay napped in the cockpit and I was at the helm station until three and then Kay took over at the helm station and I napped in the cockpit.  

At 5:00 AM Kay awoke me.  It was still dark and he was looking at a very large cargo ship on the radar screen and also it’s lights.  There was a little adrenalin rush because he was not able to determine whether it was a red or green light he was seeing.  This meant that he was not sure it we should accelerate or slow down in order to avoid the ship.  The light looked red to me so we accelerated and the large ship crossed a half-mile behind us.  There were no other blips on the 24 mile range radar so I went back to sleep and Kay headed on, on course. 

We sailed into Abrahams Bay and Dropped anchor.  And took a nap

Abrahams Bay is 5nm long and 1+ nm wide.  It has a natural “L” shaped reef on the south and west side.  There are two openings in the reef.  One at the northwest and one at the southeast.  We entered the northwest cut and made our way thru the coral heads and anchored 200 yards from the west side of the reef and not quite a mile to the east of the northwest opening.  We dropped anchor at 10:46AM.  There was one other boat here and it was a quarter mile further to the east and a little closer to the reef. Reggie was up and made a fantastic breakfast of eggs, bacon, English muffins and OJ.  We ate breakfast and spent the rest of the day napping.

Distance Traveled Yesterday and this Morning=132.4 nm

Location Tonight=At anchor in Abrahams Bay (22 19.501/073  01.836)

Weather:  Hi=Upper 80’s;  Lo=70’s;  Partly Cloudy;  Winds 15 to 20 kts from SSE.

16 May 2006 Tuesday

We are at anchor in Abrahams Bay.

Today we did not get off the boat.

17 May 2006 Wednesday

We are at anchor in Abrahams Bay.

Went to Government at Abrahams Bay Settlement with Scott and Kathy.  We took our dinghy over to their boat and got on their boat for the five-mile motor to the other end of the bay to the government pier. We towed our dinghy.  We had to anchor ¾ miles away from the pier due to the water depth.  Reggie, Kay and I got in our dinghy and Scott and Kathy got in their dinghy.  We then headed to the Government Pier.  The access to the pier had a marked channel that the chart showed as a channel for dinghies. The chart was correct.  The water out of the channel was very shallow.  The water depth in the dinghy channel was only two to three feet deep.  We pulled our dinghy up on a small sand beach at the land end of the Pier.  From here it was a half-mile walk to the Customs office.  Here we cleared out of the Bahamas at the price of $10.  Just another way for someone to collect some money.

We met family, father, mother and son, who followed us from our anchorage to the area we just anchored.  This is a very interesting family.  Their boat is a Privilege 39 named Exit Only.  Their names are Dave, Donna and son David Abbott.  They were within twenty miles of closing the loop of a circumnavigation.  This is a feat of sailing some 33,000 to 36,000 miles. They started off headed to the west horizon and then some years later appeared coming over eastern horizon.  They started their trip in 1995.  They made several stops.  I have not been able to check out their website yet.  Try it,   www.maningout.com  I am sure it would be very interesting. 

We went to Club Thunderstorm to wait while Scott was arranging diesel actuation.  This is a local bar that was where the sister of the girl at the customs office took us to wait while diesel fuel was searched for.  The girl at customs had called the petroleum company that was at the other end of the island (about a 45 minute drive).  The person who was able to get the fuel for us was on a call and would not be back to the fuel supply station until after five.  This would be it would be well after dark when we would return to our boat via a ride to the other end of the bay dodging the coral heads in the dark.  Scott needed the Diesel. Dazzler really didn’t need fuel…thank goodness.  After thinking about the timing Scott decided to not make the trip and try to find some diesel locally.  Scully who we met when we came to shore had located a source of fuel.  Scott would be able to purchase some diesel from a lady that had a 50 gal barrel that she had purchased to supply equipment-doing work for her.  They had used only 5 gal.  Sold Scott 6+6+5+5=22 gal at $3.50 / gal.  This was a good price.  I only question the condition of the fuel.  Had it been in the barrel for a week or several years?

Met Sculley, who I mentioned above.  He was fly fishing along the shallow waters at the government pier when we came to shore.  He was well equipped with an Orvis rod and reel and Orvis wading neoprene boots that he wore whether he was wading in the water or walking down the street.  He is a fishing guide.

Distance traveled today=0

Location Tonight=At anchor at Abrahams Bay

Weather:  Hi=90’s;  Lo=80’s; Clear and Sunny;  Winds 12 kts from NE

18 May 2006 Thursday

We are at anchor at Abrahams Bay.

The weather forecast indicated that the winds were to start from the south and then swing to the west and then on to the north.  So anchor was up at 7:24 AM and we were off to the Turks and Caicos.  The reason we did not leave earlier is that we needed enough light to leave the bay and visually be able to see the coral heads we need to miss.  I probably could have zoomed the GPS in on the incoming track and follow it in reverse, but why take a chance on hitting something.  WeRus, with Scott Permann and Kathy Pravlik are sailing with us.  As we start the trip with just the motors and the wind on the nose.  As the day progressed the wind swung to our starboard and increased in velocity.  We had the main up with a double reef and depending on the wind velocity we would roll the jib out or roll it in.  The forecast said that there was a storm system that came from Haiti.  We kept the radar on and could follow the squalls.  Some we missed others we hit.  In the squalls it would rain so hard we could hardly see the front of the boat.  We were hitting speeds of 8 to 9 knots for most of the afternoon and saw winds in the squalls of 30 to 40 knots.   

Anchor at a marina under construction at West Caicos at 4:25 PM.  The marina and the surrounding area are under construction.  We went into the marina cut and were pleasantly surprised to find out the marina area had sheet pile driven around its perimeter and had been excavated to 12 to 15 feet in depth.  The men who were working on the project were leaving on large cigarette type boats with 20 to 25 men per boat.  Just before sunset another boat came in and anchored with WeRus and us.   Today was not a beautiful day in paradise.  We have been fortunate not to encounter much bad weather so far in our travels.

Distance Traveled Today=51.17 nm

Location Tonight= West Caicos Marina (under construction not occupied) 

Weather: Hi=90;  Lo=70;  Some sun to very hard rain;  wind from 12 to 40 kts.

19 May 2006 Friday

We are at anchor at West Caicos Marina at West Caicos.

We are still traveling with Scott and Kathy on WeRus.

We are actually illegal aliens.  We will need to go to Provo to clear in thru customs.  At 9:22 AM anchor is up and we are headed to Provo (This is short for Providenciales and is what everyone calls the island).  When we leave West Caicos and motor out of the channel in 12 to 17 foot of water depth.  Just out of the harbour entrance the water depth drops off to more than 2000 feet of water. We then turn to the north for 3 nm to the Sandbore Channel.   We turn to the east on the channel and the water level comes up to 7 to 9 feet of water.  The motor on the Sandbore Channel is 9.3 nm.  This takes us to Sapodilla Bay where we anchored.  Scott and I went to the custom office at the South Dock.  This is a commercial dock that is not set up for any craft except for container ships or freighters.  We went to the customs office (it was air conditioned) Scott filled out the custom and immigration forms.  When it was my turn to fill out the forms the officers realized that they had given Scott the last two forms.  So they called the main office in town and requested that they send some to the office.  WELL more than two hours later the forms finally got there.  The people at the office were very nice and even said that we could go on to the marina where we were going to get fuel and have the forms delivered there.  I chose to wait and make sure we were cleared in.  As we waited at the customs office it was entertaining to see some of the people who came in and requested custom clearances for their imports.   We found out that the only marina in the area that has enough water depth for WeRus to get into was Caicos Marina and Shipyard.  We motor on to the entrance of the marina and anchor for the night.  By this time the marina was closed so we would get fuel here tomorrow.  There was another boat anchored at the harbour entrance, OSIRIS.  Thru out the night we had several rain squalls come thru the area.  The winds swung thru a complete 360 circle.  The hard rain, strong and changing winds kept us up looking at the storms on the radar and talking to the other two boats on the VHF.

Distance traveled today=12.44+6.3=18.74 nm

Location Tonight=At anchor ¼ mile from the entrance to Caicos Marina and Shipyard

Weather:  Hi=upper 90’s;  Lo=80’s;  Sunny;  Wind from E to SE at 10

20 May 2006 Saturday

We are at anchor just outside of the harbour entrance to Caicos Marina and Shipyard.

Our mission today is to get fuel and food.  The food situation is ok.  Fresh produce and some pork chops and chicken would be good.  We will need diesel.  We had loaned WheRUs our spare ten gallons and have not filled up since George Town.  We will need forty gallons in our main tank and the two five gallon cans filled.  The only thing that made these easy tasks more difficult was Mother Nature.  Early in the morning the wind picked up and was blowing 20+ knots into the harbour entrance.  This is a man-made harbour.  The entrance is rather narrow.  You enter and go 150 yards and then make a 90-degree turn to the right, and then you go another 100 yards and make a 90-degree turn to the left.  This doesn’t seem too bad, except that the width is about 50 feet.  Our boat is 21.5 feet wide and draws a little less than four feet on each hull.  So if the operator on the excavator did not remove the full depth to the edge of the harbour cut we might hit something.  And with the wind blowing three-foot seas into the first part of the entrance, I was not going to take Dazzler into the harbour.  This meant that I took Reggie in the dinghy to shore where she went with Scott and Kathy to town for food.  While she was gone I would returned with ten gallons of fuel and Kay and I would put this in main tank and repeat…….five times.  I was wet!  Kay remained on Dazzler in case there was a problem with the anchor dragging he could start the engines and keep the boat off the rocks.  Between trips I helped Scott on WherRUs take his boat to the dock.  All went well.  The short trip did make the adrenalin flow.  This made fueling a lot easier for them.  Reggie, Kathy and Scott were then off to town to refill their propane and stop at the grocery store.  From what Reggie told about the town of Provo, it is very upscale and had some of the best prices and selection on food we have seen so far.

Distance Traveled Today=0

Location Tonight=At anchor ¼ mile from the entrance to Caicos Marina and Shipyard entrance.

Weather:  Hi=90;  Lo=70;  Sunny with some passing clouds;  Winds from the south at 35 knots.

21 May 2006 Sunday

We are at anchor a quarter mile from the entrance to Caicos Marina and Shipyard harbour.

Jim Graham on OSIRIS called us on the VHF a little before 8:00 and asked us if we were under way to Long Cay.  Jim had left yesterday and returned to Sapadella Bay due to the weather.  Today the weather is to be much better.   All the charts and guidebooks say to make the crossing of the Caicos Bank in daylight and in good weather.  This is because the water depth is less than 9 feet and there are a lot of coral heads scattered that one could hit if you didn’t zig zag across the bank.  What made this easy was that the water is so clear that you can see the pebbles on the bottom.  WeRus needed to return the rental car and would not be able to leave until around 10 AM.  We decided to go on ahead and the anchor was up at 8:40 AM.  As usual the wind was from a maximum of 10 degrees to port to 10 degrees to starboard.  This should not surprise us; the wind is usually on the nose.  At 4:31 PM we drop anchor at the south end of Long Cay.

We got in the dinghy and went over to OSIRIS to talk with Jim Graham and Maryann Blind about the weather and the options on going to the Dominican Republic and then on to the southern Caribbean.

Jim is a retired pilot for TWA and had completely rebuilt OSIRIS.  OSIRIS is a 50-foot motor sailer.  He had been to the areas we are going several times.  Jim uses his sat phone to down load weather and other information to his computer.  This allows him to get needed information at will.   During our visit to OSIRIS we received a call on the VHF from WeRus who suggested a potluck for supper.  A good idea and the seven of us from the three boats got together on OSIRIS.  A great evening of good company, food and drink and even more information from Jim Graham.

**************************************************************************************************************

The Question: Which way do we go?  My adventurous spirit wants to go south, but my better judgment tells me to go north.

I have made a decision as to our destination.  In talking with Jim Graham I realized that we are about a month late in heading to the southern Caribbean.  If we were to continue on to Luperon in the Dominican Republic and then on to Porto Rico and then the Virgin Islands and then down the island chain to Trinidad and Tobago, we would be facing 20 to 25 knots of winds from the trade and steering winds that are increasing from the southeast, which is the direction we would be going.  Jim told us that we would be lucky to make 25 to 30 miles per day and be pounding into 8-foot waves, as we would go on the south side of Porto Rico.  Imagining pounding into the wind and waves like this for a thousand miles didn’t sound like fun.  Also the hurricane season would quickly be upon us.  The other information that we obtained, that I had not found out in my reading or talking to people who had been there, is what we would experience when we got to Trinidad and Tobago.  First the electric there is 220 volt 50 cycle.  Second and determining factor, is that we would need to stay in a marina and have and air conditioner.  This is because thru the summer the temperatures will be up around  120 F and there will be very little breeze.  Sounded like it was going to be HOT, HOT, HOT and humid.  As much as I wanted to go south, the wise thing to do at this point in time is to go north.  We will head back to Florida.  Reggie had a big smile and Kay said that it would be like a big circle.

Distance traveled today= 39.36 nm

Location Tonight=At anchor at the south end of Long Cay

Weather:  Hi=90’s;  L0=80’s;  Sunny;  Wind from 110 @ 10

22 May 2006 Monday  

We are at anchor at the south end of Long Cay.

Dazzler and its crew will return to Florida.  We decided that we will do so by sailing toward the Dominican Republic and then to the northwest along the north side of Cuba in the Old Bahama Channel and on to Key West.  The distance to Key West from South Caicos will be almost 700 nm.  And there will not be any places to stop.  My estimate of time would be 5 to 6 days of nonstop sailing depending on the wind.  We have 59 + 10 =69 gallons of diesel.  This should be enough.

Scott and Kathy also decided to return to Florida.  They debated as to whether they would go the route we decided to go or to return to Florida via the Bahamas.  Their decision was to return thru the Bahamas. They would be able to stop each night and would be able to get fuel if they needed it.  But this would take much longer than our route.

At 11:08 AM anchor up and we are off on another part of our adventure.  We loaned WeRus our Bahamian courtesy flag. Theirs was in very bad shape due to being flown for months.  After saying goodbye to WeRus and OSIRIS we then sailed up to South Caicos to clear out of customs.  Cockburn Harbour is a small community located on the south side of South Caicos.  We anchored off the southeast end of the waterfront and dinghy to shore.  The town is in a state of disrepair.  Most of the houses and buildings w very weathered and were in need or repairs.  The people we talked to we again very pleasant and helpful.  The two female customs officers could not have been more helpful or pleasant.  A good experience with the officials.   The town was preparing for their annual regatta that was to be held this upcoming weekend.  There was to be a large attendance of sailors from all over the area, lots of food and drink and sailboat racing.  We made a stop at the only place in the community that had an Internet connection to send an e-mail to our family to inform them that we will be heading back to Florida and will be at sea and not be able to be contacted for a week.  We returned to Dazzler and decided to leave today rather than spend the night and leave in the morning.  At 4:27 anchor is up and we are headed to the USA.  We are sailing a little east of south with winds of 15 to 17 on the port beam.  This was giving us speeds of 6 to 8 knots with a double-reefed main.  At 9:36 PM we hit our waypoint and make a 90-degree turn to starboard.  The wind is now at our backs and should be this way for the whole trip.  We are not sure of what to do for watches, tonight Kay and I will switch off every two hours or sooner if we get tired.

Distance Traveled Today=5.74 nm Long Cay to South Caicos    + 38.14 nm from South Caicos to USA for a total of 43.88 nm

Location Tonight=At sea

Weather: Hi=90’s;  Lo=80’s;  Sunny;  Winds E to SE at 15

23 May 2006 Tuesday

Today we are sailing.

From midnight to sunup we had great wind.  We are moving in excess of 6 knots with 2 reefs.  As darkness left with the rising sun so did the wind.  By 10 Am there was no wind.  We started the engines and motored until 3 PM.  At 3PM we set the asymmetrical spinnaker and a full main and were at a speed of 5 kts.   Today was hot.  I am sure in the upper 90’s and there was very little breeze in the daylight hours.

We came up with a night watch system.  Reggie would be at the helm until 3 AM and Kay would take over from 3AM until 7 or 8 AM.  I would stay in the cockpit and assist both and nap for an hour or two between moments of assisting. 

While motoring we tried running only one engine to see if it would make a difference in fuel usage.

Fuel @

 8:00 pm was 47.5 gal in main tank plus 10 gal in cans.

Distance Traveled Today=118.06 nm

Location Tonight=At Sea

Weather:  Hi=upper 90’s;  Lo=80’s;  Sunny;  Wind=12 from SE at night and 0.00 during the day

24 May 2006 Wednesday

Same as yesterday

Fuel @

 8:00 am fuel measured in main tank was 36.41 gal plus 10 gal in cans.

12:00 noon 36.7 gal  ??? The 8:00 must have been incorrect.

 3:53 pm 

Distance Traveled Today=120.9 nm

25 May 2006 Thursday

We are sailing.

From 9 pm to 3 am Reggie is at the helm.  Kay took over at 3 am and was at the helm until 8 am.  I was in the cockpit the whole time to help Reggie and Kay when needed.  This seems to work well.  I did ask Reggie to record our Lat and Long positions without waking me to do so.  I was happy to help, but really didn’t need to see the position at the time.  We do this mainly to know where we were within two hours incase the electronics went out and we had to start dead reckoning.  We do have three GPS on board.

We set the asymmetrical spinnaker first.  It wasn’t working well because the wind was far enough behind us that we were on too deep of a run.  We dropped the asymmetrical and put up the symmetrical spinnaker.  This worked well.  We were being pushed at 5kts in 10 kts of wind.  Most of the day Reggie and Kay napped.  I watched the helm and polished the stainless steel pulpits, stanchions, lifelines and arch on the boat.  Salt water makes the stainless rust.  The rust washes off onto the fiberglass hull and leaves an ugly rust stain.  I was told by several cruising sailors to wax the stainless to keep the rust from forming.  Time will tell if it works or not.

Today was hot and sunny.  The temperature was close to 100 F.  Reggie and Kay put covers on the hatches in their cabins to keep the sun out.  They even opened the back hatch in the cabins to get a breeze to move thru the cabins.  The inside of the hulls were a comfortable temperature.  

At 7 pm we took the spinnaker down and shortened the main from full to two reefs.  We always put at least one reef in at night.  This we do for safety.  We may not go as fast, but then we are not trying to do this in the night darkness.

Fuel onboard @

10:00 am=38.0 gal

12:23 pm=36.7 gal

  1:17 pm=36.5 gal

Distance Traveled Today=91.10 nm

Location Tonight=Sailing

Weather:  Hi=close to 100;  Lo=80’s;  Sunny;  Winds=0 to 15 from the E to SE

26 May 2006 Friday

We are sailing.

Reggie was at the helm at midnight.  The wind was a nice beam reach. Even in the only 10 kts of wind we are moving between 4 and 5 kts with the jib and a double reefed main.  If this was daylight and we had the full main we would probably be moving close to 6 kts.  We are sailing thru an area on the north side of Cuba that has mandatory lanes that we must stay in.  There is a lane for south/east travel it is 2 miles wide, then a neutral, medium lane one mile wide and then a 2-mile wide lane for the north/west bound traffic.  This restricts our maneuverability if the winds would change…..and they did.  At 2:30 AM the winds started clocking and decreasing in velocity.  By 3:00 AM when Kay started his watch the winds were directly behind us.  This is slow at night due to a reefed main and not using a spinnaker.  Reggie had worked to the left side of the two-mile lane.  Kay used the available waters to our right to head up to keep the boat moving under sail.  Kay actually sailed out of the lane to the right.  Both Reggie and Kay did a great job keeping the boat going.  In the light wind the autopilot does not hold a straight course.  It over steers and we would end up going too far to the left and then too far to the right.  It was also an active night for large ship traffic.  All the shipping traffic in the area funnels down to the five-mile strip of ocean.  Reggie and Kay both did not let me oversleep.  It was a night that I was questioned on the radar about the vessel traffic around us often.  I think 45 minutes was the most sleep in a row all I had.  At 6:00 AM we set symmetrical spinnaker and was able to head directly down wind (wind and 180 to Dazzler) and be able to stay to the right side of our lane.  This allows the “BIG BOATS” to pass us to port.  At 6:30 AM we turned to SSB on to 4035 to listen to the weather via Chris Parker.  He didn’t have any info for our area.  By 10:00 AM the winds were very light and at 11:30 AM we took the spinnaker down and started the engine.  Fuel has become a factor!  We kept the engine at 1500-rpm whish pushed us at 5 knots over the bottom in the smooth water.  We normally check the diesel level at 8 AM and 8PM.  If the winds don’t become consistent throughout the day and we have to motor like we have had to do yesterday and today fuel will be a problem.  At 1:15 PM the wind built from nothing to a solid 10 kts from the starboard beam.  We shut the engines down and were sailing with the main and jib.  By 4 PM the wind had clocked enough that we set the spinnaker and were moving at 5 kts in the 10 kts of wind.  We flew the spinnaker until sunset when we struck the spi and reefed the main for the nights sail.  Because we have motored so much we ran the water maker and every tank and jug was full of “new, homemade water”.  It was originally called “ho made water”.     

Distance Traveled Today=91.56 nm

27 May 2006 Saturday

We are sailing.

Reggie and Kay went thru the complete night sail without any help from me.  Except that Reggie woke me fro the even hour location recordings.  I hope that tomorrow night Regie records the Lat and Long without waking me.  At 6 AM I awoke and checked the location.  Kay was steering and we had just cleared the northwest end of the mandatory zone area.  This is good it will let us and not have the restrictions of the lanes.  The only problem we have now is that the wind is very light and we are only making 2+ kts over the ground.  At 6:05 AM we started the engines.  Fuel is of a concern.  We do need to start the engines to move us along and to charge the batteries that were depleted due to the nights sail—lights, radar, navigation equipment, and last but not least is the refrigerator/freezer.  At 8:05 AM the breeze had increased enough that we felt that we could make way under sail. The wind was dead astern.  So we set the symmetrical spinnaker and took down the main so it would not disturb the wind to the spi.  For the first hour we were moving between 4 and 5 kts in 10 kts of wind.  By 9 AM the wind had decreased to 6 kts and the boat speed was down to 2 kts so we started the port engine to help make way and to conserve fuel by using only one engine.  At 10:53 AM we were going to switch to the starboard engine.  When we tried to start it all we heard was a click, click, click.  Kay climbed into the engine compartment checked the electrical connections.  He cleaned the battery terminals and checked the other wire connections.  When we tried the engine it quickly started.  Good—only a little corrosion.  We are now motoring with just the starboard engine with no wind.  At 1:15 PM the wind had built to 8 to 10 kts from the east, so we put up the main and jib and was moving under sail at 3.5 to 5 kts.  The wind moved to a reach so we tolled the jib and set the asymmetrical spinnaker and we increased our speed to 6 to 7 kts.  The wind built to over 20 kts true which is to much for the spi so we took it down and continued on with main and jib at 6 kts.  We have experienced something yesterday and today that we have not had so far on our trip, INSECTS!  We have both flies and mosquitoes.  Our guess is that they came from Cuba, which is only a few miles to our port.  The weather in the Bahamas is so dry that there was no standing water that would bring the mosquitoes.  Cuba has a tropical climate that is moist and allows the minuses to flourish.  The flies, who knows.

Distance Traveled Today=83.94 nm

Location Tonight=Sailing

Weather:  Hi=close to 100;  Lo=80’s; Sunny;  Wind midnight to 3—light, 3 to 10—from light to 0,  10 to 1---0,  1 to 4—0 to 4,  5 to midnight usually 10.

28 May 2006 Sunday

We are sailing.

I woke up at 5:30 AM and took over the helm from Kay at 6:00AM.  As the sun came up the little breeze that we had left.  Conservation of diesel is still important.  We calculate fuel usage and measure fuel every 4 hours.  We set the symmetrical spinnaker, but the winds had diminished to nothing so at 8:05 AM we started both engines.  We found out that it is more economical to run both engines at a low rpm than one.  At the speed we are going (4 kts) the outer marker to Key West harbor is 25+ hours away.  This is good.  We have 33.8 gal of diesel, less 10 gal for reserve gives us 23.8 gal of useable diesel.  We normally have a fuel usage of 0.6 gph, but if we use a worst case of 0.87 gph (which we had at high rpm’s, in waves into the wind) we would have 27 hours of run time.  We are in very flat water and almost no wind.  The only question is the effect of the Gulf Stream when we cross it.  We altered course to the west so that we would go up the south side of the Gulf Stream and then cross it at a 90 degree angle instead of crossing it at a flat angle into the current.  This will mean more distance to go, but we hope that the effect of the current will not be as much and will not be as long of a distance.  At 9 Am we were able to make contact with Key West weather on the VHF.  In their report all stations and buoys in the area are reporting 5 kts or less of wind and that the forecast did not have any stronger winds than what we had.  This meant that we were going to have to motor all day or bob in one location.   The good thing was that we should have enough fuel even with the effects of the Gulf Stream.  

Distance Traveled Today=94.00 nm

Location Tonight=Sailing

Weather:  Hi=upper 90’s;  Lo=80’s;  Sunny;  Winds= Mostly 0, although at times a light breeze would  fill in and then leave.

29 May 2006 Monday

We are sailing.

A little after midnight Reggie woke me and said that she is seeing something on the radar and also is seeing lights of the ships and that we are on a converging course with.  And she said that she couldn’t figure out what it was.  She had passed many ships at night and was able to know what to do, so this must be something unusual.   I am sure that all those who have taken or studied for the USCG Captains License would have known right off what it was.  The lights showed that it was a tug and that it was towing something.  The captain of the tug then called on the VHF radio to confirm our course.  The Captain said that he wanted to make sure that we saw him and that he was towing a piece of large industrial equipment on a barge that was about ¼ mile behind him and it was connected to him via a cable.  It would not have been good to go between the two blips on the radar screen.  Reggie understood and had AUTO change course and I went back to sleep on the pile of spinnakers in the cockpit.  The next thing I knew was that Kay was at the helm taking pictures of the rising sun and Reggie was below getting her beauty sleep.  Actually Key West became visible as the sun rose. At 7:30 AM we passed KW Mo (A) Whistle (24  27.69 / 81  47.96).  Kay was still at the controls.  He pulled back on the throttles to allow a very large cruise ship pass in front of us.  We watched as a Pilot Boat brought the Pilot to the cruise ship and in a few minutes the pilot was on the very large boat and they were quickly pulling away from us.  I am sure some of the passengers had purchased t-shirts on Duval Street before we made it to the fuel dock at Key West Bight Marina.  At 7:30 AM we called US Customs, because it was a holiday they referred us to the Miami Office.  We gave all the info they requested i.e.: Boat Name, Boat Documentation Number, The Customs and Border Protection Decal Number, The names of all that were on board and their passport numbers.  After 5 or 10 minutes he then gave us our clearance number and told us to report in person to the US Customs Office in Key West within 24 hours. The next call was to Mom.  I think I woke here, but it sounded that she was glad to hear my voice.  At 9:01 AM we pulled up to the fuel dock at the Key West Bight Marina.  There we took on 60.47 gal of diesel at $2.99/gal.  We had estimated days before that with our fuel usage when we arrived in Key West we would have 4 to 5 gal plus the 10 gal reserve.  We actually had 9.53 gal plus the 10 gal reserve.  We did not notice the effects of the Gulf Stream either decrease in speed or a sideway slip.  I guess it was slow when we crossed it. 

At 9:44 AM the cell phone rang, it was Dan Moriarty.  He said that he just tried the number because he knew we should be getting close.

To reward ourselves we took a dock rather than moor our.  The dock was $2.20/foot and because we are 34.5 feet long they used 34 feet or $74.80/night.  This also included showers.  We showered and headed to the Customs office with passports and boat papers.  They were closed for the holiday.  We will return tomorrow.  Then it was off to Duval Street and a COLD beer.  We then returned to the boat for a pork chops and then to bed for a complete nights sleep.  And we all slept well!

Distance Traveled Today=37.8 nm

Location Tonight=The Dock at Key West Bight Marina

Weather:  Hi=upper 90’s;  Lo=80’s;  Sunny;  Wind=Light to nothing.

A summary of the trip from South Caicos to Key west:  It was much slower than what I had expected.  In January we had traveled much of the same route and averaged 139 miles per day.  This time we averaged only   100.4 miles per day.  The reason---the weather.  On our January trip the winds were always over 10 kts.  On this trip winds seldom were over 10 kts.  And when they were it would  be short lived.  On this trip it did not rain and was sunny most of the time. This was nice.  Although it was hotter this trip.  Had we decided to go to the Dominican Republic and then to Porto Rico the weather conditions would have been ideal.  Oh well, someday we may head to the Southern Caribbean, but not this year.  We just didn’t have enough time to make the 1000 miles and enjoy the islands along the way before the hurricane season would be upon us.  I am sure that the trade winds will build back in the near future and if we had headed south it would be 20 to 25 kts of wind on the nose and we would be pounding into the waves.

5/22     38.14 nm      0.31 day

5/23   118.06            1.0

5/24   120.90            1.0

5/25     91.10            1.0

5/26     91.56            1.0

5/27     83.94            1.0

5/28     94.00            1.0

5/29     37.80            0.42

           ----------        --------

           675.50 nm     6.73 day

30 May 2006 Tuesday

A good time was had by all in Key West.

We all checked in at the Customs Office.

Kay rented a bike and toured the area.

Reggie and I walked around town. 

We had Key Lime Pie and watched the people.

Supper was at Hog’s Breath Saloon and then it was back to Dazzler (without the need of a dinghy ride) for another great nights sleep.

31 May 2006 Wednesday

We are at the dock at the Key West Bight Marina.

After a cup of coffee at the Turtle Crawl Bar and Restraint we made a quick stop at the grocery for bread, eggs and lettuce and then back to Dazzler.  We pay for our electric usage=$1.45 for the three days of battery charger, fans and icemaker running.  At 10:33 we cast off the dock and head for Punta Gorda.  At 12:00 noon we pass the KW#1 buoy.  We are motor-sailing with the wind at 30 degrees off to the starboard at a course of 330 degrees and a speed of 5.2 to 5.5 kts.  At 4:00 PM the wind backed so that we could make much better time motoring directly into the wind.  Once again, if we go south the wind blows from the south.  If we go north the wind seems to blow from the north. 

Distance Traveled Today=69.94 nm

Location Tonight=Sailing in the Gulf of Mexico

Weather:  Hi=90’s;  Lo=80’s;  Sunny;  Wind from the north at 10 kts.

